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Free  and  Impartial  Enquiry 

INTO  THE 

Antiquity  and  Efficacy 


o  F 


TOUCHING 

F  O  R  T  H  E 

Cure  of  the  King’s  Evil. 


Written  feme  time  fince,  in  Two  Letters- 
The  One  to  Dr.  Steigertahl, 
Phyfician  to  his  Majefty,  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Tkyficians,  and  of  the 
Royal  Society  j  the  Other  to  Sir  Hans 
Sloan  e,  Bart.  Prefident  of  the 
College  of  Rhyficians ,  and  Vice-Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Now  fir  ft  publifhed,  in  order  to  a  compleat 
Confutation  of  that  fuppofed  fuperoatural 
Power,  lately  juftified  in  a  Pamphlet,  inti¬ 
tuled,  A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at  Rome* 
to  his  Friend  in  London,  &c.. 

To  which  is  added, 

A  Collection  of  LlecmdsA 


By  V/ILL1AM  BECKETT, 
Surgeon,  'and  F.  R.  S. 
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'DxMEIGERTAHL, 

Phyfician  to  His  Majefty 
King  GEORGE. 

S I R,  '  t '  ; 

HAVE  often  wonder  d? 
that  in  fo  free  and  in- 
quifitive  an  Age  as  this? 
when  every  one  has  a 
Liberty  of  exercifing  his 
Enquiries  with  a  be¬ 
coming  Freedom,  no 
Body  has  hitherto  candidly  and  impartial¬ 
ly  examin'd  into  that  commonly  received 
Opinion,  of  the  Cure  of  the  Kinds  Evil 
by  the  Rojal  Touch j  notwithftanding  it 
appears  to  be  a  Thing  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  Nature,  that  the  bare  mention  of 
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it  might  be  thought  fufficietit  to  excite 
ones  Curiofity  to  endeavour  to  be  ap¬ 
prized  of  every  thing  that  relates  to  it. 
For  this  Reafon,  I  have  thought  it  very 
well  worth  my  while,  to  make,  with  an 
Hftorical  Freedom,  a  Search  into  the 
Truth  of  this  generally  received  Notion: 
that  if  it  appear  well  grounded,  I  might 
have  the  agreeable  Satisfaction  of  not 
having  acquiefc  d  in  it  without  a  ftriCt 
Enquiry,*  or  if  I  fhould  find  it  uncertain 
or  falfe,  I  might  learn  not  to  rely  on 
the  too  hafiy  Determinations  of  others, 
which  we  fometimes  find  owe  their  Rife 
to  an  unlound  or  deceitful  Foundation. 
It's  true,  there  have  not  been  wanting 
Perfons  among  us,  for  fome  Ages  paft, 
who  have  been  unwilling  to  give  an  im¬ 
plicit  Confent  to  the  current  Opinions  of 
the  Times  in  which  they  lived,  but  have 
fufpedted  the  Veracity  of  it;  but  no  one 
hitherto  has  thoroughly  confider’d  the 
Hijiory  of  this  Affair,  whereby  he  might 
be  enabled  folidly  to  juft  if y  or  condemn  it. 
The  Reafon  of  this  laft  feems  to  be 
principally  owing  to  the  great  Defe¬ 
rence  that  is  generally  paid  to  the  Voice 
of  the  Majority ,  and  a  certain  Indolency 
of  the  Tempers  of  fome  Perfons,  which 
rather  difpofes  them  to  acquiefce  in  the 
Determinations  of  others,  than  to  be 

at 


at  the  Trouble  to  examine  into  the 
Truth  of  Things  themfelves.  But  not 
only  in  this  Cafe  before  us,  but  in  fe- 
veral  others  likewife,  we  ought  to  look 
upon  an  Opinions  being  generallj  receiv¬ 
ed^  to  be  extrinfical  to  its  being  true  or 
falfe;  for  it  is  not  the  great  Number  of 
Advocates  that  have  appear’d  in  its  Be¬ 
half,  or  thofe  that  have  tranfiently 
written  of  it  as  a  known  Truth,  fhould 
oblige  one  to  conclude  it  fo  ;  if  by 
examination  we  find  they  deliver  what 
they  fay  traditionally,  or  have  not 
taken  care  to  avoid  perverting  the  mod 
ancient  Authorities ,  which  in  this  Cafe 
ought  mod  to  be  depended  upon,  or 
foided  in  later,  which  have  nothing 
to  fupport  them.  And  becaufe  many 
Perfons  afcribe  fo  much  to  the  Power 
and  Efficacy  of  this  Method,  that  they 
think  it  needlefs  to  attempt  to  account 
for  it  after  any  other  manner,  than  ac¬ 
knowledging  it  to  be  a  fupernatural  Gift ; 
and  on  the  other  fide,  many  believe 
there  is  very  little  ufe  in  it,  from  the 
many  Failures  of  Succefs,  and  the  great 
Pains  fome  have  been  at  to  fupport 
the  Credit  of  it ;  I  determine  therefore 
freely  and  impartially  to  confider  this 
Matter  from  the  mod  authentick  Ac¬ 
counts  Hidory  is  able  to  furniffi  us 
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with.  In  order  hereunto  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  carefully  to  examine  all  our 
Enghjh  Hiltorians,  in  the  fame  Series 
of  Succeflion  in  which  they  wrote,  from 
the  very  firft ,  who  was  cotemporary 
with  the  Prince  firft  faid  to  be  endow'd 
with  this  Gift ,  to  the  prefent  Time, 
that  I  might  be  fully  appriz’d  of  all 
they  have  faid  in  relation  to  it,  before 
I  came  to  any  Determination  of  my  own 
Opinion  as  the  refult  of  my  Enquiries* 
And  this  Method  I  have  chofe  the  ra¬ 
ther  to  purfue,  that  by  fearching  up  to 
the  Fountain  Head,  I  might  receive 
what  thofe  Authors  have  deliver’d  in 
their  true  and  proper  Senfe  and  Mean¬ 
ing,  and  pure  and  free  from  Adultera¬ 
tion  ;  which  1  have  fince  found,  by  paf* 
fing  through  other  Hands,  have  not 
elcap’d  being  grofsly  perverted  and 
corrupted,  and  manifeftly  apply'd  to  a 
very  different  Ufe,  to  what  they  were 
originally  defigned.  But  before  I  go 
about  to  recount  the  Particulars  that 
have  offer’d  to  me  in  my  Pvefearches  upon 
this  Occafion,  I  think  it  neceftary  to 
reduce  what  I  have  to  fay,  to  the  Four 
following  Heads,  which  will,  if  I  miftake 
not,  take  in  the  me  ft  material  Things 
that  can  be  faid  upon  this  Subject. 


i.  Fir  st. 


i.  First,  I  fliall  make  feme  Enqui¬ 
ries  in  relation  to  the  Antiquity  of 
Touching  for  the  Cure  of  the  Kings  Evil, 
and  about  what  Time  our  Kings  did 
firfh  engage  in  the  Practice  of  it. 

a.  Secondly,  I  fliall  offer  feme 
Confiderations  in  relation  to  its  being  a 
fufernatural  Gift . 

3.  Thirdly,  In  what  Particular, 
as  the  Hereditary  Right  of  Succejfwny 
the  Ceremonies ,  the  Gold,  &c.  its  Efficacy 
is  thought  moil  properly  to  confift.  And 

4.  Fourthly,  If  thefe  fliould 
fail  of  giving  full  Satisfaction,  whether 
one  ought  not  endeavour  to  account  for 
the  Realon  of  it,  when  it  has  fucceeded \ 
from  feme  other  Caufe. 

As  to  the  fir  ft  Particular,  I  find  that 
cur  Hiftorians  and  other  Writers,  who 
have  mention’d  any  Thing  in  relation 
to  this  SubjeCt,  for  Two  or  Three  Hun¬ 
dred  Years  paft,  have  generally  agreed 
that  Edward  the  Confejfor, who  died  in  the 
Year  1066,  was  the  firft  of  our  Kings 
who  was  fc  fortunate  as  to  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  this  extraordinary  Gift,  of 
Healing  this  Difeafe:  And  to  fupport 
this  Opinion,  they  bring  the  Authority 
of  William  of  Malms  bury ,  an  Hiftorian 
who  ?ti$  fuppofed  wrote  about  Eighty 
Years  after  that  Prince’s  Death  5  and 
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quote  a  Relation  out  of  his  Hiftory, 
to  confirm  the  Truth  of  what  they 
advance.  But  becaufe  I  have  already 
declared  my  Opinion  againft  taking 
any  thing  upon  Truft,  and  that  the 
fake  of  Truth  was  the  only  Motive 
that  determined  me  to  thefe  Enquiries  ; 
I  {hall  firft  faithfully  quote  what  has 
been  thought  this  Authors  Declaration 
on  this  Head,  and  then  examine  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  capable,  by  any  Means,  of 
bearing  luch  a  ConflrudHon. 

N  o  w  after  lie  has  given  us  fome 
Account  of  this  King's  BenefaEiions  to 
the  Churchy  and  a  Summary  of  his  Vir¬ 
tues,  he  ufliers  in  the  Miracles ,  faid  to 
be  “  effedted  by  him,  with  relating  the 
<c  cafe  of  a  young  Woman  that  had  a 
<c  Husband  about  the  fame  Age  with 
<c  her  felf,  but  having  no  Child,  got  an 
“  ill  State  of  Health  by  an  over  flowing 
of  Humours  in  her  Neck,  which 
“  broke  out  in  great  Nobbs,  that  (lie 
ic  was  commanded ,  in  a  'Dreamy  to  apply 
(c  to  the  King  to  wafh  it.  To  Court 
u  flie  goes  ;  and  the  King  being  at 
ic  his  Devotions  all  alone,  dip’d  his 
c£  Fingers  in  Water,  and  dabbefd  the 
cc  Woman's  Neck  j  and  he  had  no 
fooner  taken  away  his  Hand,  but 
“  Hie  found  her  felf  tetter,  the  loath- 
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u  fome  Scabb  diffolv’d,  fo  that  Worms 
<c  and  purulent  Matter  burfting  out  to- 
u  gether,  all  the  noxious  Humour 
u  difappeared  5  but  the  Lips  of  the  Ul- 
“  cers  remaining  wide  and  offcnfive, 
u  fhe  continu’d  at  Court  till  flie  was 
“  well,  which  was  in  Ids  than  a  Week’s 
u  Time  >  the  Ulcers  being  fo  well  clofed, 
“  and  the  Skin  fo  fair,  that  nothing  of 
“  her  former  Difeafe  could  be  difcern'd, 
“  and  in  a  Year’s  Time  die  was  brought 
“  to  Bed  of  Twins . 

“The  fame  Author  likewife  informs 
<e  us,  that  a  Man,  who  was  Blind \ 
“  fpread  a  common  Report  at  Court, 
u  that  he  fliould  receive  his  Sight,  if  he 
“  touch’d  his  Eves  with  the  Water  that 
“  the  King  had  wafli’d  his  Hands  in  ; 
“  which  the  King  hearing  of,  difclaim’d 
“  any  fuch  Power:  but  his  Servants,  it 
“  feems,  without  the  King’s  Knowledge, 
“  while  he  was  at  his  Prayers,  made  the 
“  Experiment,  and  immediately  after 
tc  the  blind  Man  was  wafli’d  with  the 
<c  Water,  he  recover’d  his  Sight.  And 
our  Hiftorian  tells  us,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  the  King  cured  a  Blind  Man  at 
Lincoln . 

Such  fort  of  Narratives  as  thefe  are 
very  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the 
Writers  about  that  Time  5  for  every  body 
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that  is  acquainted  with  the  Englijh  Hi- 
ftory,  knows  how  cuftomary  a  thing  it 
was  for  the  Monks ,  in  thofe  early  times, 
to  beflow  their  Miracles  very  liberally 
upon  thofe  Perfons  who  had  been  their 
Benefactors.  And  fuch  was  the  Credu¬ 
lity  of  thofe  early  Ages,  that  thofe  of 
the  grofTeft  Nature  were  impos’d  upon 
the  People  for  Matters  of  fa6t* ;  and  little 
'  lels  than  Herefy  woud  it  have  been, 
for  any  one  to  have  call’d  in  queflion 
or  fufpedred  the  Truth  of  them.  But  In- 
terefl  was  the  Motive,  that  certainly 
puflfd  them  on  to  the  Invention  of  fuch 
monflrous  Accounts  as  their  Writings  are 
fluffed  with  5  and  I  doubt  not  but  thefe 
Relations  will  gain  as  much  Credit  with 
the  Reader,  as  that  of  the  fame  King’s 
carrying  a  poor  Cripple  upon  his  Back, 
flock’d  with  a  whole  Hofpital  of  Dif- 
eafes,  to  St.  Veter  s  Church  in  Weftmin- 
{ hr ,  where  he  was  immediately  cured 
of  all  his  Maladies;  or  as  the  fame 
Hiflorians  relate,  that  St.  John  the 
Apojlle  appeared  to  him  in  the  Habit 
of  a  Pilgrim,  and  received  a  Ring  the 
King  made  him  a  Prefent  of,  which  was 
afterwards  very  miraculoufly  returned 
to  him.  But  left  there  fliould  be  feme 
Perfons  who  are  inclin’d  to  give  more 
Credit  to  the  former  of  thofe  Relations, 
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than  thefe  now  mention'd,  which  I  mud 
confefs  I  fee  no  Reafon  for,  I  flraU  con¬ 
fine  my  ieif  to  the  Examination  of  thofe 
miraculous  Cures  mention’d  by  Malms - 
bury ,  feeing  from  them  it  is  our  modem 
Writers  would  prove,  that  that  King  en¬ 
joy'd  a  fupernatural  Gift  of  curing  the 
Kings  Evil  But  from  thofe  Relations 
which  have  been  truly  dated,  it  doth  not 
appear  to  me  that  this  King  had  any  pe¬ 
culiar  Power  of  curing  this  Difeafe,  nor 
indeed  do  they  feem  to  carry  the  lead 
Colour  of  Reafon  that  they  were  defign  d 
to  engage  us  to  believe  fo  j  for  if  they 
had,  it  \vould  have  mod  certainly  been 
particularly  exprefs’d.  Here  is  only  a 
tranfient  Account  of  feme  miraculous 
Cures,  faid  to  be  effeded  by  him  ;  but 
no  mention  made  of  his  being  peculiarly 
endow’d  with  a  Power  to  cure  any  par¬ 
ticular  Malady  ;  And  mod  certain  it  is 
from  thofe  Accounts,  that  one  might 
with  as  much  Reafon  call  Barrennefs 
and  Blindnefs  the  Kings  Evil  as  fuch 
Swellings  on  the  Face  $  feeing  the  Power 
of  curing  was  not  confin’d  to  any  didind 
Difeafe,  but  is  faid  to  extend  to  thofe 
before  mention’d  equally  alike.  Befides  this, 
we  never  obferve  that  thofe  fcrophur 
lous  Swellings  that  go  under  the  De¬ 
nomination  of  the  Evil  have  any  Worms 
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in  them ;  which  being  no  Chara&eriftick 
of  thole  Tumors,  mull  render  them  of 
fuch  a  Nature,  as  not  to  bear  an  Analogy 
with  the  other,  and  fo  mull  make  them 
abfolutely  different  Difeafes.  From  hence 
it  evidently  appears,  that  if  it  were 
granted,  the  King  had  a  peculiar  Privi- 
ledge  of  curing  fuch  fort  of  Swellings 
only ,  as  are  mention’d  by  our  Hiftorian, 
it  would  be  very  far  from  proving  he 
had  a  Power  of  curing  the  Evil;  for- 
afmuch  as  there  is  an  effential  'Difference 
betwixt  thofe  two  D ([tempers.  Doth  it 
feem  to  carry  any  appearance  of  Proba¬ 
bility,  that  while  this  Author  was  re¬ 
cording  the  religious  Benefactions  of  this 
Prince,  and  other  of  his  Vertues,  he 
fhould  omit  the  particular  mention  of  fo 
remarkable  a  Circumftance,  as  his  mira- 
culoudy  curing  the  Kings  Evil ;  more 
efpecially  if  he  had  been  the  firjl  that  had 
been  diftinguifh’dby  this  peculiar  Favour  ? 
For  this  would  have  contributed  more 
largely  to  have  commanded  a  higher 
Eileem  and  Veneration  of  him,  than  the 
recital  of  any  thing  elfe  he  could  have 
faid  in  his  Honour.  He  would  not  have 
fuffer’d  any  particular  Difeafe,  the  King 
had  the  original  and  (ufer natural  Gift  of 
curing,  to  have  been  barely  mention’d 
with  others,  without  fome  very  effectual 
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Mark  to  diftinguifli  it.  But  that  which 
feems  to  (hake  the  Credit  of  Malmsbury s 
whole  Relation  of  the  Miracles  of  this 
King,  is  the  Silence  of  Ingulf  bis  in  this 
Affair ;  for  this  Hiftorian  was  not  only 
living  in  this  Kings  Reign,  but  knew 
him  perfonally :  He  gives  him  a  very 
great  Character,  recites  his  Benefactions 
to  the  Abbey  to  which  he  belong'd,  calls 
him  a  very  pious  and  vertuous  Prince, 
and  wrote  not  many  Years  after  his 
Death ;  but  makes  no  mention  of  any 
Miracles  perform’d  by  himr  nor  of  his 
having  a  Power  of  curing  any  particular 
\ Difeafe :  Which  makes  it  highly  probable, 
thefe  Relations  had  not  their  rife  fo  early 
as  his  Time  ;  or  otherwife  it  can  never 
be  fuppofed  that  an  Author,  that  was 
interefted  in  his  Favour,  fhou'd  pafs  o- 
ver  fuch  a  remarkable  Circumjlance  with¬ 
out  any  Notice.  Nor  does  Mariams 
Scot  us  or  Florence  of  Worcester,  two  Hi- 
ftorians  that  liv’d  nearer  this  Princes 
Time  than  Malmsbury ,  fay  one  Word  a- 
bout  his  miraculous  Cures ;  which  might 
tempt  feme  Perfons  to  lay  a  grofs  Impu¬ 
tation  on  the  laft  Author's  Sincerity.  I 
have  been  very  unwilling  to  fuller  any 
thing  to  efcape  me,  that  might  probably 
give  me  any  light  into  this  Matter  s  for 
which  Reafon,  I  have  confuked  the  Bull 
■  ,  of 
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of  Tope  Alexander  the  Thirds  *  by  which 
this  King  was  canonized  about  Two 
Hundred  Years  after  his  Death,  as  a 
very  likely  Method  of  difcovering  the 
Truth  of  this  Miraculous  Gift ,  feeing 
the  Vertues  and  extraordinary  Abilities 
of  thofe  Perfons  fo  fainted,  are  therein 
ufiially  exprefsd  ,•  but  here  is  no  menti¬ 
on  made: of  any  peculiar  Privilege  he 
enjoy'd  of  curing  any  particidar  Difeafe , 
nor  any  thing  like  it ;  which  makes  it 
very  evident,  that  in  that  Age  they 
were  Strangers  to  any  fuch  Report,  and 
is,  as  I  take  it,  a  convincing  Proof  of  the 
Error  thofe  Authors  have  committed,  who 
have  afcrib’d  any  fuch  Power  to  this 
King.  But  fince  it  may  be  objected, 
that  the  Authorities  I  have  quoted  not 
being  written  by  thofe  Authors,  who 
defign’d  to  give  us  a  compleat  Hiftory 
of  the  Actions  and  Affairs  of  this  Kmg> 
it  ought  not  to  be  expected,  that  every 
memorable  Incident  of  his  Reign  fliould 
be  taken  Notice  of  by  them,  I  (hall  there¬ 
fore  refer  my  felf  for  farther  Satisfaction 
therein  to  Ealred  Abbot  of  Rievaulx  in 
Torkjhire ,  who  flourifhd  about  the  Year 
1164.  for  this  Author  has  written  one 
whole  Book  of  the  Life  and  Miracles  of 
this  King  ;  and  it  cannot  but  with  the 

*  Se$  Collection  0/ Records,  NnrrJj.  1. 
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greateft  Reafonbe  expeded,  that  if  any 
Author  before  his  Time  had  mention’d 
this  King's  having  a  peculiar  Power  of 
curing  any  particular  Difeafe,  or  that  he 
had  ever  heard  of  it,  even  by  a  traditi¬ 
onal  Report,  he  would  not  have  fail'd  to 
have  made  mention  of  it  in  fuch  an  Un¬ 
dertaking.  But  on  the  contrary,  he  has  on¬ 
ly  tranfcrib'd  the  Accounts  which  Malms- 
hury  had  before  given  us  with  fome  Va¬ 
riation,  and  multiplied  his  miraculous 
Cures  of  Blind  Men>  both  in  his  Lifey 
and  after  his  Death  at  his  Tomb,  and 
of  Perfons  cured  of  Agues  and  other 
Diftempers,  by  praying  there  :  But  he 
fays  not  one  Word  of  his  having  a 
Power  of  curing  th tScrophula^  or  anyother 
particular  Difeafe  3  which  he  can  never 
be  fuppofed  to  have  omitted  the  mention 
of,  in  the  Life  of  a  Drince  to  whom  he 
defigned  to  do  the  utmoft  Honour. 

So  that  hitherto  there  feems  to  be  an 
univerfal  Defed  in  Authorities,  to  jolli¬ 
fy  any  fuch  Suppofition ;  feeing  thofe 
Authors  from  whom  one  might  have 
reafonably  expeded  an  Account  of  this 
Affair,  are  fo  far  from  giving  us  any 
Aflurances  of  the  Certainty  of  it,  that 
it's  evident  they  were  not  only  Strangers 
to  the  Fa£l  it  felf  butlikewife  to  the  very 
Report  of  it.  And  yet  in  the  Profecu- 
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tion  of  this  Enquiry  we  fhall  find*  that 
in  After- Ages  a  voluntary ,  or  at  lead 
imprudent ,  Mifreprefentation  of  one  of 
thofe  fictitious  Miracles  mentioned  by 
Malmsburjj  became  the  original  Source 
from  whence  this  generally  received  O- 
pinion  fprung. 

Who  thole  Perfons  were  that  firft  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  this  Matter,  fo  as 
to  engage  the  People  to  believe  the  Cer¬ 
tainty  of  this  Supernatural  Tower ,  may 
be  readily  conjectured,  if  we  do  but 
confider,  that  the  Clergy  were  the  Perfons 
in  that  Reign  whom  the  King  ftudied 
principally  to  oblige  ;  fo  that  the  many 
and  extraordinary  Things  exprefsly  re- 
,  lated  or  intimated  to  be  done  by  him, 
mult  be  look'd  upon  to  be  but  as  fo  many 
neceflary  and  becoming  Returns  for  the 
fignal  Favours  they  had  before  received. 
Thus  for  inftance,  Tetrus  Blefenfis ,  at 
that  Time  Arch-Deacon  of  Bath ,  who 
from  his  condoling  the  Death  of  Thomas , 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury ,  and  lbme 
other  Circumftances,  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  written  his  Epiftles  about  the 
Year  1180,  writing  to  the  Clergy  of  the 
King’s  Court,  and  building  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  on  that  Relation  in  Malmsbury 
of  the  Swellings  on  the  Woman’s  Face, 
which  bore  fome  external  Refemblance- 

to 
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to  the  Scrophulous  Tumors,  tells  them,  our 
Kings  have  a  Power  of  curing  [the  Sera™ 
phulay  which,  by  the  way,  there  would 
have  been  no  Meceftity  for  him  to  have 
mentioned,  if  it  had  been  ever  pratftifed, 
becaufe  they  moft  have  been  much  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  it,  who  refided  upon 
the  Spot,  than  he  who  lived  at  Rich  a 
diftance  from  Court.  However,  this 
being  delivered  by  a  Perfon  of  a  diftin- 
guifhed  Character  in  the  Church,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  Time  it  gained  fo  much  Credit, 
that  at  length  it  was  moft  certainly  put 
in  Practice  ;  for  in  the  Computus  Hofpitii 
of  Edward  the  Fir  ft,  prefer  ved  among 
the  Records  in  the  Tower f  1  have  fre¬ 
quently  feen  it  mentioned,  with  the  fmall 
Sum  of  Money  the  King  gave  his  Pa¬ 
tients  at  their  Departure.  From  hence 
we  may  readily  fee  what  unwarrantable 
and  falfe  Foundations  thofe  Princes  have 
built  upon,  to  fupport  the  Authority  of 
engaging  in  fuch  a  Method  ;  which,  tho> 
they  have  had  no  juftifiable  Right  to, 
fome  of  them  have  been  *  fo  fond  of  em¬ 
bracing.  One  might  in  this  Cafe  have 
reafonably  expetfted  that  King  Edward 


*  See  Collection  of  Records.,  Numb,  il 
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the  Firjl,in  or  about  whofe  Reign  it  feems 
originally  to  have  been  brought  in  ufe, 
fhould  have  had,  if  he  was  really  the  firft 
that  pradifed  it,  the  mod  certain  and 
infallible  AfTurances,  that  fuch  a  divine 
Gift  had  been  affixed  on  one  of  his 
Predeceffors,  who  had  a  Power  of  trans¬ 
mitting  it  down  to  him,  before  ever  he 
ffiould  have  engaged  in  a  Matter  of  fucli 
a  Nature ;  and  have  had  much  better 
Authority  for  the  putting  it  in  pradife 
than  the  bare  Intimation  of  fuch  a  Thing, 
deduced  originally  from  a  forged  Miracle ; 
which,  provided  it  had  been  true,  as  there 
is  no  Reafon  in  the  World  to  believe  it, 
has  no  Manner  of  Relation  to  the  au¬ 
thorizing  any  fuch  Pradice  or  Concern¬ 
ment  about  any  fuch  Difeafe  as  is  at 
this  Time  called  the  Kings  Evil.  Bcl~ 
landus ,  the  Jefuit,  has  given  us  three 
very  good  Rules,  whereby  we  ought  to 
judge  of  Hiftory  in  general,  but  with  a 
more  particular  Regard  to  the  Credit  of 
fuch  as  have  written  the  Lives  and  Mi¬ 
racles  of  Saints  and  Martyrs. 

T  h  e  firft  Degree  of  Credit,  fays  he, 
is  due  to  fuch  as  wrote  the  Lives  of 
Men  they  knew,  and  faw,  and  lived 
withal. 

T  h  e  fecond  Degree  of  Credit,  is 
due  to  fuch  Authors  as  wrote  qot  what 
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' 

they  faw  themfelves,  but  what  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  fuch  as  were  Eye-witnefTes. 

The  third  Degree  of  Credit,  is  due 
to  fuch  as  wrote  what  thofe  People 
told  them,  who  faid  they  had  it  from 
fuch  as  were  Eye-witnefTes.  ' 

But  our  Author,  who  gives  us  the 
firft  Intimation  of  any  of  our  Kings 
being  inverted  with  fuch  a  divine  Gift, 
is  quite  out  of  the  Rules  laid  down  by 
that  learned  Father  j  he  wrote  not  with¬ 
in  100  Years  of  the  Death  of  Edward 
the  ConfeJJor  ;  nor  does  he  cite  any  Au¬ 
thority  before  his  Time,  to  juftify  fuch 
a  Suppofition.  So  that  from  hence  we 
are  naturally  led  to  obferve,  that  al¬ 
though  neither  Ingulphus ,  who  was  Co- 
temporary  with  this  King,  thofe  that 
lived  foon  after  his  Time,  the  Bull 
whereby  he  was  Canonized,  nor  the  Au¬ 
thor  who  made  it  his  particular  Bufinefs 
to  write  his  Life  and  Miracles ,  ever 
heard  of  any  fuch  Power  the  King  en¬ 
joyed,  that  later  Writers  have  afcribed 
to  him;  yet  fo  incurious  was  that  Age  to 
defire  to  have  any  infallible  Aflurances  of 
the  Certainty  of  what  was  delivered, 
that,  provided  it  came  from  an  Aqthori- 
ty  they  in  fome  Meafure  dat'd  not  con- 
teft,  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  after  the  groflert  manner  ima¬ 
ginable.  C  %  B  u  t. 


(  20  ) 

But,  as  I  have  before  exprefied  my 
Intentions  to  examine  this  Matter  im¬ 
partially  ,  I  ought  by  no  means  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  fupprefs  any  Authority,  if  any 
fuch  is  to  be  met  with,  that  might  con¬ 
firm  the  Certainty  of  this  extraordinary 
Gift ,  or  contribute  to  fupport  the  Credit 
of  it.  This  obliges  me  to  take  notice 
of  a  Faffage  in  Dr.  Blotfs  Natural  Hi - 
ftory  of  Oxford-Jhire ;  which,  if  upon 
Examination  it  appears  to  be  true,  will 
do  more  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  what 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  than  any  thing 
elfe  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  Hiftory. 
This  Author  tells  us  of  a  Piece  of  Goldy 
of  King  Edward  the  ConfeJJory  found  in 
St .  Giles  §  Fields,  in  the  Suburbs  of 
Oxon ,  having  E.  C.  the  initial  Letters  of 
his  Name,  over  the  hinder  Fart  of  the 
Head,  and  Two  fmail  Holes  through  it, 
as  if  dcfign  d  to  be  be  hung  on  a  Ribbon 
us’d  by  him  in  Touching  for  the  Evil : 
And  after  him  Mr.  Walker  takes  notice 
of  the  fame  Thing,  in  a  Difiertation  of 
his,  publififd  in  the  laft  Edition  of 
Cambdens  Britannia.  This,  I  muft  ac¬ 
knowledge,  does  at  firft  view  carry  fuch 
ail  appearance  of  Truth ,  that  to  a  Per¬ 
form  not  refolv’d  to  examine  into  Things 
with  the  ftridfceft  Scrutiny,  might  incline 
him  to  acquiefce  in  Accounts  that  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  fo  plaufible,  and  not  in  the  leaf!  fu- 
fped:  the  Validity  of  fuch  Authorities. 

But  then,  when  we  come  to  confider  that 
none  of  thefe  Pieces  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Cabinets  of  the  Curious, 
whom  it  is  impoffibie  they  Ihould  efcape 
if  they  were  in  being,  feeing  there  are 
many  who  have  preferv’d  Pieces  of  the 
fame  Age  in  their  Collections,  and 
fotne  of  a  much  more  ancient  Date  like- 
wife,*  this,  I  fay,  muft  render  the  Credit 
of  the  Relation  very  fufpicious :  But  that 
which  is  fufficient  entirely  to  overthrow 
it,  is  what  is  taken  Notice  of  by  Sir 
Andrew  Fountain ,  in  his  Numifmata  An¬ 
glo  Saxonica  &  Anglo  \ Danica ,  where  he 
has  made  it  very  evident,  in  his  Remarks 
on  what  Dr.  cPlott>  and  from  him  Mr. 
Walker  have  faid  in  relation  to  that  Piece 
of  Gold »  that  that  Age  furniflfd  us  with 
no  Gold  Coins  of  any  fort;  and  mod 
certain  it  is,  as  has  been  obferv  sd  by 
Mr.  Cambden  in  his  Remains,  and  by 
Mr.  There  shy  in  his  Antiquities  of  Leeds ,  / 

who  likewife  fpeaks  of  this  Coin  or 
Medal ,  that  nothing  of  that  Metal,  un¬ 
der  any  fuch  Form,  appear'd  among  us, 
till  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  3 d,  which 
was  about  300  Tears  after  the  Death  of 
Edward  the  Confeffor.  Befides  this,  it 
evidently  appears,  this  Piece  of  Gold 

being 
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being  imprefled  only  on  one  Side,  as 
well  as  by  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
Imprefs,  which  feems  to  be  intended 
for  the  Virgin  Mary  Veiled ,  that  it  was 
orginally  defigned  for,  and  made  ufe 
of,  as  an  Amulet :  a  Thing  commonly 
pradiifed  in  thofe  early  Times,  as  well  as 
in  After- Ages. 

As  to  the  initial  Letters  on  it,  they  are, 
as  well  as  the  Piece  it  felf,  no  more  than 
imaginary ;  for  real  they  could  not  be, 
fince  it  does  not  appear  he  had  ever  the 
Title  of  Confeffor  given  him  in  his  Life- 
Time.  Thus  it  plainly  appears,  not- 
withftanding  the  Pofitivenefs  of  the  Ex- 
preffions  in  which  the  relation  is  laid 
down,  it  is  fo  far  from  proving  what  that 
excellent  Naturalifi  Dr.  Tlott  would  de- 
fign  by  it ,  that  I  wilh  I  could  fay  it  hdd 
not  rather  contributed  to  render  him  li¬ 
able  to  the  Cenfures  of  thofe  Gentle¬ 
men,  whofe  indefatigable  Application  to 
thefe  Affairs  has  furnith’d  them  with 
greater  Knowledge  in  that  Way,  than 
the  Courle  of  his  Studies  naturally  led 
him  to. 

Thus  having  finilhed  my  Enquiries 
in  relation  to  the  Antiquity  of  Touching 
for  the  Cure  of  the  King  s  Evil ;  and  prov¬ 
ed  from  thofe  Hiftorians  to  whom  the 
Truth  was  moll  likely  to  be  known,  that 
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it  is  of  a  much  more  modem  Date  than 
fb me  of  our  later  Writers  have  fixed  as 
its  Original ;  I  fhall  proceed  to  the  fecond 
Particular,  under  which  I  fhall  examine 
whether  this  Method  of  Curing  ought 
to  be  efteem'd  a  fitpet natural  Gift?  But 
frnce,  as  I  have  before  obferv'd,  it  can 
never  be  made  appear  that  King  Edward 
the  Confejfor  ever  cured  any  Perfon  of 
the  Evil ,  and  forafmuch  as  Biftory  is 
abfolutely  filent  as  to  the  firft  of  our 
Kings  that  engag'd  in  this  Method,  it 
will  be  impoffible  for  the  Patrons  of  this 
Opinion  to  prove  to  whom  this  Power 
was  firft  given  ,*  and  yet  one  might  rea« 
fonably  imagine,  if  any  fuch  fupernatu- 
ral  Gift  was  ever  enjoy'd,  that  the  King 
who  firft  exercis’d  fo  divine  a  Privilege, 
fhould  not  have  wanted  an  Hiftorian  to 
have  recorded  a  Thing  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  Nature.  Befides  this,  I  believe 
our  'Divines  would  find  it  a  difficult 
Task  to  reconcile  it  with  the  Decrees  of 
the  Divine  Wifdom,  to  give  to  one  Per¬ 
fon  fuch  a  Power,  to  be  handed  down  to 
his  Succefibrs,  and  to  be  exercis'd  by  them, 
when  it  might  happen  (as  Hiftory  has 
inform'd  us  it  has)  that  no  Part  of  the 
Conducft  of  the  Lives  of  ionic  of  them 
might  be  thought  fufficient  to  recommend 
them  to  the  Privilege  of  doing  any  thing 
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fupernatural.  So  that  in  reality,  as  it 
does  not  appear  who  was  the  firft  Perfon 
that  did  poffefs  this  Gift ,  neither  does 
it  appear  there  was  any  fuch  fupernatu¬ 
ral  Power  given.  For  although  I  do  not 
go  about  to  deny  that  Cures  have  been 
fometimes  effected  by  the  Kings  Touchy 
yet  it  will  be  perhaps  impoffible  for  any 
Body  to  prove  them  fupernatural \  or  mi¬ 
raculous  ;  forafmuch  as  a  true  Miracle  is 
prelently  and  compleatly  effected :  but 
in  thefe  the  Cure  is  always  advanc’d  by 
Degrees,  and  requires  a  confiderable 
Time  to  be  compleated  in.  Befides  this, 
if  the  Efficacy  of  the  Touch  confifted 
in  a  fupernatural  Power,  all  Perfons 
would  receive  the  Benefit  of  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  a  Gifty  and  we  fhould  not  have 
had  fo  many  Inflances  of  the  Failure  of 
its  Succefs.  It  may,  upon  this  Occafi- 
on,  be  .  very  well  worth  while  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Inflances  of  our  Saviours 
miraculous  Cures,  recorded  in  the  facred 
Oracles,  were  of  the  mod  extraordinary 
Difeafes  5  infomuch  that  fome  Phyfici- 
ans  have  affirm’d  them  to  be  incurable 
by  the  ordinary  Methods  of  Thyfick  and 
Chjrurgeryy  But  where  any  Cures  have 
fucceeded  upon  Touching,  thofe  Difeafes 
have  had  their  Effence  either  in  the  Blood 
or  other  Juices,  and  fo  might  be  cured 

by 
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by  whatever  was  capable  ofexciting  a  brisk 
Motion  of  the  Spirits  and  Fluids  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  as  I  fhall  explain  more  fully  hereafter, 
T  o  this  I  may  add,  that  if  this  be  a 
fupernatural  Gift,  it  muft  certainly  be 
ordain’d  for  fome  very  good  Ends,  ei¬ 
ther  probably  to  exalt  the  Honour  and 
\ Dignity  of  the  King,  or  for  the  Ufe  and 
Service  of  the  People  upon  whom  it  is  ex¬ 
ercis’d  :  But  then  this  would  have  been 
confin'd  to  the  Power  of  the  King  only 
to  efFed,  which  we  find  it  has  not  by 
many  Inftances ;  nor  does  it  appear  to 
have  been  of  any  particular  Ufe  to  the 
Subjed,  becaufe  more  People  have  died 
of  this  Difeafe  in  thofe  Reigns  when 
our  Kings  did  touch,  than  when  they 
did  not,  as  appears  by  the  yearly  Bills 
of  Mortality  :  for  when  our  Kings  did 
not  touch,  the  People  fought  out  for  early 
Helps  for  their  Maladies,  whereby  great 
Numbers  were  cured ;  whereas  when  our 
Kings  did  touch,  they  depended  fo  much 
upon  its  Efficacy,  that  they  negleded  all 
other  Means  till  their  Cafes  became, 
generally  fpeaking,  incurable  j  which 
might  naturally  lead  lome  Perfons  to 
doubt,  whether  it  be  ftridly  jufHfiable 
to  exercife  fuch  a  Method,  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  ufeful  or  ferviceable  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple, that  it  has  been  proved  to  be  evidently 
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pernicious  and  definitive.  But  fome  Perfons 
there  have  been, who,  fufpeding  theTruth 
of  its  being  a  fupernatural  Gift,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  lay  a  Claim  to  any  fuch 
Ch  arader,  have  had  recourfe  to  other 
Caufes,  which  they  have  thought  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  fuch  an  EfFed. 

T  h  t  s,  according  to  the  Third  Head, 
I  have  laid  down,  fome  have  plac’d  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Touchy  in  the  Hereditary 
Right  of  Succeffwn ;  but  this  has  been 
feveral  times  interrupted,  within  thefe 
300  Years:  yet  it  does  not  appear  by 
thofe  Kings  that  touch’d,  that  one  was 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  other;  and  per¬ 
haps  it  may  not  be  unworthy  our  Ob- 
fervation,  that  Henry  7.  who  my  Lord 
Bacon  takes  Notice  was  a  great  Ob- 
ferver  of  religious  Forms,  feems  to  have 
been  the  firft  of  our  Kings  that  eftabliih’d 
fuch  a  particular  Form  of  Ceremonies, 
as  have  been  lately  ufed ;  yet  every  Body 
knows,  to  mention  no  more  Inftances, 
that  he  was  far  enough  from  having  an 
Hereditary  Right .  Others  there  have  been 
that  have  confin’d  this  Gift  to  the  Profef- 
fon  of  the  Romifio  Faith ;  but  this  is  rea¬ 
dily  contradided,by  inflancing  the  contra¬ 
ry  in  feveral  of  ourKings,  who  have  fome- 
times  as  fuccefsfully  cured  for  the  fame 
Reafon  fines  the  Reformation  as  before. 

Some 
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Some  have  been  of  Opinion,  die  Succefs 
was  principally  owing  to  the  Sign  of  the 
Crofs,  which  was  anciently  made  on  the 
Swellings  :  Thus,  for  inftance,  Richard 
Smith ,  Titular  Bifhop  of  Calcedony  fays, 
that  Queen  Elizabeth  did  not  perform 
the  Cure  by  her  own  Virtue,  but  by 
the  Virtue  of  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs  ;  yet 
all  her  Succeffors  difcontinu  d  it,  till  the 
Reign  of  King  James  the  zdy  when  it  was 
again  reviv'd  and  praCtifed  by  him :  yet 
it  has  never  been  thought,  the  Succefs 
has  been  ever  the  lefs,  for  the  Difufe  of 
it.  Some  have  thought,  the  greateft  party 
of  the  Efficacy  confided  in  the  Ceremonies 
in  general ;  but  thefe  I  can  prove  have 
receiv’d  very  eflentiai  Alterations  with¬ 
in  little  more  than  xoo  Years,  and  fo 
have  not  been  the  fame  in  different 
Reigns,  which  will  effectually  overthrow 
that  Opinion.  And  laftly,  there  have 
not  been  wanting  a  great  Number  of. 
Perfons,  who  have  believ'd  that  the  Gold 
given  at  the  Time  of  Touching ,  was  more 
efficacious  than  any  other  of  diefticceda- 
neous  Helps,  and  lefs  liable  to  exception  ; 
but  in  the  Troubles,  of  King  Charles  the 
ijl,  he  had  not  always  Gold  to  beftow, 
for  which  Reafon,  fays  Mr.  Serjeant  Wife- 
man,  he  ftibftituted  Silver  in  us  lieu,  and 
often  touch'd  without  giving  any  Thing. 
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It  will  evidently  appear  then,  from  all 
thefe  Particulars  which  I  have  enume¬ 
rated,  as  the  Hereditary  Right ,  the 
Ceremonies ,  the  Gold ,  &c.  which  have 
been  look'd  upon  as  wholly  capable,  or 
at  leaft  fubfervient  to  the  great  End  of 
Curing  ;  that  there  is  not  one  of  them, 
but  has  infupportable  Objections  againft 
it :  fo  that  when  this  Method  of  Curing 
has  fucceeded,  it  muft  be  owing  to  a 
quite  different  Caufe  than  any  of  thofe  a- 
bove-mention’d  ;  and  to  different  Prin¬ 
ciples  it  muft  be,  we  muft  account  for 
fuch  Alterations  as  arefometimes  brought 
about  by  this  Method.  Not  one  of  the 
before  -  mention'd  foreign  and  external 
imaginary  Helps,  do  we  find  to  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  fuch  remarkable  Effects, 
as  fometimes  enfue  upon  this  Method  of 
Cure ;  fo  that  conformable  to  the 

Fou rth  and  laft  Head, it  muft  neceffari- 
ly  be  fome  internal  Tower  or  Agents  that  is 
capable  of  producing  fuch  furprizing  Al¬ 
terations  as  we  fometimes  obferve.  But 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  that  this  internal  Principle  fliould  be 
fet  at  Work  by  fome  proper  Means, 
that  are  capable  of  adfing  upon  it,  or 
fuch  defirable  Ends  cannot  be  effected  by 
it.  That  the  Paftions  of  the  Mind  have 
a  very  great  Power  of  producing  Altera¬ 
tions 
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tions  in  the  Body,  and  that  according 
to  the  different  Determinations  of  the 
Blood  and  Spirits  to  particular  Parts, 
they  have  either  caufed  or.cured  Difea- 
fes,  we  need  go  no  further  for  Proof  than 
to  Fienuss  excellent  Treatife  'De  Virtbus 
Imaginations ,  where  he  gives  us  feveral 
very  confirming  Evidences  of  it.  So  that 
we  fee  the  Power  of  Imagination  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  caufing,  as  well  as  curing  Dif- 
eafes,  either  by  proper  and  agreable  De¬ 
terminations  of  the  Blood  and  Spirits, 
whereby  the  obftru&ed  Canals  may  be 
open’d,  and  the  Juices  refume  their 
natural  Courfes,  or  by  detaching  a  greater 
Quantity  of  Fluids  to  a  found  Part, 
whereby  Nature  may  become  opprefs'd, 
and  the  Tone  of  the  folid  Parts  receive 
a  preternatural  Diftention  •  of  which  I 
know  a  very  remarkable  Inftance.  In 
thofe  Perfons  who  are  affected  with 
Scrophulous  cDifeafes ,  we  obferve  the  Blood 
to  be  impoveriftfd,  and  to  have  a  very 
languid  Motion  ;  the  Chyle  is  thrown 
into  it  in  a  very  difpirited  State,  the 
morbifick  Particles  are  long  a  forming, 
and  ftrongly  combin’d  with  the  Principles 
of  the  Blood,  and  there  is  fcarce  Power 
enough  in  that  Fluid  to  mailer  them,  and 
apply  them  to  their  proper  Ufes  ;  but 
when  the  Spirits  are  roofed  by  a  brisk 
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and  eager  Imagination,  it  will  excite  a 
brisk  Agitation  in  the  Principles  of  the 
Blood,  quicken  its  Circulation,  and  by 
attenuating  the  crude  and  indigefted 
Particles,  difpofe  them  to  be  thrown  off 
by  the  proper  Secretory  Organs.  Can 
it  otherwise  be  fuppofed,  than  that 
when  a  poor  and  miferable  Creature,  pre- 
poflefs  d  with  the  moft  eager  Thoughts 
of  Relief,  fhall  fee  the  Royal  Majefty 
condefcend  t6  apply  his  Hands  for  the 
Cure  of  the  Sores  and  Swellings  he  is 
difeas  d  with,  but  that  it  muft  procure  a 
frefh  Turn  to  the  Blood  and  Spirits,  give 
the  effete  and  languid  Nerves  frefli 
Vigour,  excite  the  inteftine  Agitation  of 
the  Particles  of  the  Blood,  and  pro¬ 
duce  an  agreable  Alteration  in  the  whole 
Conflitution  >  That  great  Numbers  of 
Perfons  have  been  cured  by  the  fame 
Means,  nay  even  unaffifled  by  the  So¬ 
lemnity  of  the  Ceremonies ,  and  by  thofe 
who  have  had  nothing  of  Royal  Digni¬ 
ty  to  plead  in  their  behalf,  is  evident 
from  the  furprizing  Effects  of  the  Touch¬ 
ing  of  Valentine  Greatracks ,  Efq;  of 
Affane  in  the  County  of  Waterford,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  z d.  This 
Gentleman,  a  Member  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  of  great  Honefiy  and  exempla¬ 
ry  Sobriety,  and  who  always  refus’d 

any 
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any  Gratuity  for  his  Performances,  cured 
a  prodigious  Number  of  Perfons  of  the 
King’s  Evil,  and  other  Diftempers,  in 
London,  and  elfewhere,  by  the  ftroaking 
with  his  Hands,  as  is  beyond  Contra¬ 
diction  reftified  by  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Boyle,  and  other  Eye-Witnefles  of  high 
Diftin&ion  in  Church  and  State,  as  may 
be  feen  at  large  in  Mr.  Greatrdcks  Letter 
addrefs’d  to  Mr.  Boyle,  and  even  where 
King  Charles  the  zd  himfelf  had  fail’d, 
as  appears  by  the  Bhilofophical  Tranf- 
aliions,  N°.  256.  But  befides  this  Gen¬ 
tleman,  I  could  *  mention  feveral  others 
taken  Notice  of  in  Hiftory,  of  whole  Suc- 
cefs  fometimes  in  the  fame  way,  there 
is  no  doubt  to  be  made ;  among  others, 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  is  faid  to  have 
had  Succefs  this  way,  as  Harris’s  Brote - 
ftant  Intelligencer,  a  Paper  publilhed  at 
that  Time,  allures  us.  But  in  all  the  Cafes 
where  this  Method  has  fucceeded,  we  are 
to  obferve  that  the  Difeafes  were  owing 
to  an  Indifpofidon  of  the  Fluids ;  for 
where  the  Solids  have  to  any  confidera- 
ble  Degree  fufferd  a  Diforder,  neither 
the  Royal  Touch  nor  any  other  has  been 
obferv’d  to  be  of  any  Efficacy ;  which 
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fhews,  it  is  the  Power  of  Imagi¬ 
nation  that  can,  without  any  other  Af- 
fiftance,  bring  about  fuch  defireabie 
EfFe&s,  by  operating  on  the  Blood  and 
Spirits  after  fuch  a  manner  as  is  before 
expreffed.  I  need  not  go  further  for  a 
Proof  of  this,  than  to  the  Obfervation 
of  every  experienc’d  Thyjician  and 
Surgeon y  and  although  Mr.  Serjeant 
Wtfemany  whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  fpeak 
much  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Royal  Touch, 
has  pleaded  fo  earneftly  in  its  behalf ; 
yet  it  feems  very  plain,  if  the  Cure 
was  to  be  attain’d  at  fo  eafy  a  Rate,  vve 
ihould  not  have  had  fuch  Numbers  ap- 
,  ply'd  to  him  for  Chyrurgical  Helps, 
and  have  undergone  the  painful  Methods 
of  Cure  by  Caufticks,  Incifions,  and 
Cauteries,  as  is  at  large  fet  forth  in  his 
Chyrurgical  Oblervations  on  this  Sub¬ 
ject 

There  remains  yet  one  Objection 
to  be  anfwer’d,  in  relation  to  the  Cure 
of  this  Difeafe  by  the  Power  of  Imagi¬ 
nation  ;  and  that  is,  that  Children  have 
been  cured  by  the  Touch,  in  whom  fuch 
an  Imagination  could  not  be  fuppos’d 
to  be  ferviceable.  This  has  been  mod 
particularly  infilled  upon  by  Dr.  Heylin , 
who  fays,  he  has  feen  great  Numbers  of 
them  healed:  But  this  he  a  (Teres  at  a 

Time 
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Time  when  he  was  engag’d  in  a  Contra- 
verfy  with  Dr.  Fuller ,  upon  this  and 
fome  other  Affairs,  and  to  confront  his 
Antagonifl,  who  feems  to  rely  much  on 
the  Power  of  Imagination.  But  all  that 
I  take  the  Doctor  to  mean  in  this  Cafe 
is,  that  he  has  feen  them  Touch'd',  for 
when  he  fpeaks  of  fuch  Numbers,  no 
Body  can  fuppofe  that  he  gave  himfelf 
the  Trouble  of  going  fo  many  Miles  and 
fo  many  different  Ways,  as  he  muff  pro¬ 
bably  have  done,  to  enquire  into  the  E- 
vent.  And  what  inclines  me  the  more  to 
believe,  that  by  it  we  are  to  underftand 
no  more  than  Touching ,  is  becaufe  I  have 
often  met  with  the  bare  Touching  to  be 
calfd  Curing  or  Healing.  Thus  for  In- 
fiance,  when  the  King  at  that  Time 
defign'd  to  Touch,  it  was  given  out  that 
at  fuch  a  Time  there  would  be  a  Heal¬ 
ings  ami  Dr.  Fuller  fays,  I  have  feen  the 
King  folemnly  Heal ,  in  the  Choir  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Salisbury :  by  which  it 
is  impolfible  he  ffiould  mean  any  more 
than  Touching.  And  thus  fays  Dr.  Carr 
in  his  Medicinal  Epiflles  :  King  Charles 
the  2 dy  in  fuch  a  certain  fpace  of  Time^ 
healed  92x07,  which  is  the  exa6l  Num¬ 
ber  of  Perfons  he  Touch'd  in  thofe  Years, 
as  appears  by  the  Regifter,  preferV’B  by 
the  Keeper  of  his  Majefty  s  Clofet  be-^ 
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longing  co  his  Royal  Chappel ,  for  I  knovsr 
from  whence  he  took  the  Account. 
Thus  it  evidently  appears,  that  theWords 
Touching  or  Healing  were  at  that  Time 
fynonimous  Terms,  and  where  then  cuf- 
tomarily  ufed  to  fignify  the  fameThing ; 
and  indeed  it  appears  fomewhat  ftrange, 
that  while  this  Matter  was  in  Difpute, 
and  the  curing  of  Children  alledged  as 
an  Argument  againft  the  Power  of  Ima¬ 
gination,  no  Body  fhould,  upon  their 
own  Knowledge,  give  us  one  particular 
Inftance  of  itsSuccefs  on  fuch  Subjects  ; 
when  Mr.  Wifeman ,  and  others,  had  fo 
much  Opportunity  of  collecting  fuch  In¬ 
fiances,  if  they  had  been  to  be  met 
with. 

I  t  remains  then  for  me  to  prove,  that 
fince  it  cannot  be  made  appear,  there 
was  ever  any  fupernatural  Tower  given 
to  any  of  our  Kings  to  cure  this  Difeafe  3 
that  it  was  taken  up  and  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  without  any  Authority  to  jufiify 
fuch  an  Undertaking  •  and  that  there  are 
infuperable  Objections  againft  every  one 
of  thofe  fuppofed  fubfervient  Helps,  in 
order  to  the  Succefs  of  the  Touchings 
that  when  it  has  fucceeded,  it  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  be  owing  to  the  Toover  of  Ima¬ 
gination  ;  and  that  I  fay  fomething  fur¬ 
ther  in  relation  to  it’s  Efficacy,  in  pro¬ 
ducing 
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ducing  fuch  Alterations  in  the  Animal 
Body.  I  have  before  referred  the  Reader 
to  an  unqueftionable  Authority  for  feve- 
ral  Inftancesof  its  being  capable  of  cau- 
Jtng,  as  well  as  curing  ‘Difeafes ;  and  if 
in  other  Cafes,  where  the  E [fence  of  the 
Difeafe  was  feared  in  the  Fluids,  it  has 
by  its  Operation  on  the  Blood  and 
Spirits,  produced  fuch  Alterations  as 
have  been  fucceeded  by  a  perfect  Cure  $ 
why  may  we  not  with  the  fame  Rcafon, 
fuppofe  it  capable  of  producing  the 
fame  Effect,  when  the  Juices  of  the  Body 
have  been  only  contaminated,  as  they 
always  are  at  firft  in  this  Difeafe  of  the 
Kings  Evil  ? 

Nay,  one  might  with  more  Reafoti 
exped  that  it  iliould  be  more  ferviceable 
in  this  Difeafe  than  any  other,  feeing  it 
has  been  cuftomary  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
a  Method  in  order  to  its  Cute,  as  could 
not  but  inevitably  route  the  Imagination 
and  fet  it  at  work,  while  ir  was  conti¬ 
nually  employ'd  about  the  Thoughts  of 
a  Cure,  it  firft  puth’d  thePerfon  on  fo  ea¬ 
gerly  to  foiicite.  Thefe  definable  Effeds 
that  are  the  Confequents  of  the  Power 
of  the  Imagination,  feern  likewife  in 
fome  Meafure  to  be  owing  to  the  Animal 
Spirits;  for  they  being  detach'd  to  the 


Heart,  may  put  it  into  fuch  a  Difpofition, 
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as  may  produce  a  notable  Alteration  in 
the  Motion  of  the  Blood,  and  its  PafTage 
through  the  Heart,  in  Point  of  Quantity, 
Celerity,  or  both ;  and  from  this  Brisk- 
nefs  and  Life  which  is  given  to  the  Btood 
and  Spirits ,  fuch  an  agreeable  Alteration 
as  we  fometimes  obferve,  mult  neceila- 
rily  be  brought  about.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  when  the  fame  Means  are  made  ufe 
of  to  a  Perfon,  who  entertains  but  a 
fufpicious  or  doubtful  Opinion  of  the 
Event,  or  who  has  but  a  flender  Belief  of 
its  Efficacy,  and  whofe  Imagination  is 
never  warm'd  with  the  Thoughts  of  Suc- 
cefs,  that  Perfon  will  never  receive  any 
Benefit  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  Means. 

}•'  B  u  t  the  Operation  of  the  Spi¬ 
rits  on  Matter  not  being  diftindly  and 
adequately  comprehenfible  by  us,  the 
Difficulty  of  reafoning  ’about  fo  un¬ 
cultivated  a  Subjed,  may  excufe  me 
from  faying  more  about  it,  than  that  in 
thofe  Perfons  who  have  a  ilrong  Belief 
of  its  Efficacy,  fuch  a  continual  Bent 
and  Tendency  of  the  Mind  to  the  fame 
Thing,  may  have  a  far  greater  EfFed, 
than  it  could  poffibly  produce  by  a  bare 
Propagation  of  it  felf  s  for  it  may  fo  de¬ 
termine  the  Motion  of  the  Spirits ,  and 
other  adive  Parts  of  the  Body^  as  to 
make  Multitudes  of  them  ad,  as  if  they 
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confpir’d  to  perform  the  fame  Thing.' 
For  an  Animal  Body  is  not  a  meer  Aggre¬ 
gate  of  ilejhy  Bones ,  Blood- Veffels,  &c. 
but  an  exquifitely  contriv’d  and  very 
fenfible  Machine ,  whole  Parts  are  eafily  * 
fet  at  work,  by  proper  tho’  very  minute 
Agents,  which  may  by  their  A&ion  upon 
one  another,  perform  far  greater  Things 
than  could  be  expected  from  the  bare 
Energy  of  the  Principles  that  firft  put 
them  in  Motion. 

Most  certain  it  is,  in  the  Difeafe  I 
am  fpeakingof,  the  Blood  abounds  with 
a  vifcous  Juice  and  moves  llowly,  it  wants 
that  brisk  inteftine  Agitation  of  its  Par¬ 
ticles  that  it  ought  to  have,  as  a  warm 
Fluid,  and  fuch  as  it  enjoys  in  a  found 
and  hale  Conftitution,  from  whence  ob- 
ftrudtions  in  the  Glands  and  other  Evils 
are  wont  to  arife.  But  when  the  Ima¬ 
gination  becomes  fir’d  with  the  Hopes  of 
a  fucceeding  Cure,  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood  becomes,  as  it  were,  irradiated  by 
the  Spirits  contain’d  in  it;  by  which 
means  thofe  Corpufcles  that  make  that 
Fluid  vifcous,  or  roapy,  or  difpirited, 
become  eafily  difengag’d  from  the  other 
Principles  it  was  before  blended  with ; 
and  the  whole  Mafs  being  put  into  a 
more  brisk  and  kindly  Agitation,  may 
force  open  the  obltruded  Canals ,  help  it 
■  -  >  ■  "  ■'  '  to 
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to  throw  ofF  the  Heterogeneous  Particles, 
and  difpofe  it  to  permeate  as  freely  as  it 
ought,  thofe  Veflels  that  conftitute  the 
Glands ,  which  would  fcarcely  before,  or 
but  very  fparingly  admit  of  it. 

From  hence  it  will,  I  think,  plainly 
appear,  that  meer  Matter  fo  difpofed,  and 
in  fuch  Circumftances  as  I  have  before 
mention'd,  will  do  all  that  Philofophers 
are  wont  to  afcribe  on  fuch  Occafions  to 
Nature ,  without  any  Knowledge  of  what 
it  does,  or  a<3:ing  otherwife  than  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Catholic  Laws  of  Motion. 
And  that  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe  I  have 
been  fpeaking  of,  which  from  the  Method 
which  has  been  frequently  us  d,  has  been 
look’d  upon  to  be  no  lefs  than  Miracu¬ 
lous ,  may  fmce  it  takes  up  a  confidera- 
ble  Time  to  be  effected  in,  be  fometimes 
very  fuccefsfully  brought  about  by  the 
meer  Mechanical  Powers  of  Matter  and 
Motion. 

I  am,  SIR , 

*  * 

With  the  great  eft  Ref  pell. 

Tour  moft  humble  Servant % 


Will.  Beckett. 


London , 

Slay  15,  1721. 
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T  O 

Sir  H  ans  Sloane,  Bart 

Prefident  of  the  College  of 

Physicians,  ICc. 

SIR, 

HILE  I  was  drawing  up  the 
foregoing  Papers,  I  was  not 
only  fufficiently  appriz'd  that 
when  any  Perfons  received  Be¬ 
nefit  by  the  Royal  Touch,  it  was  without 
Difficulty  reducible  to  the  Power  of  the 
Imagination ;  but  at  the  fame  Time, 
multitudes  of  Inftances  readily  occurred 
to  my  Mind  of  other  ‘Difeafes ,  which 
have  been  likewife  fometimes  cured  by 

the  fame  Means.  Such  I  take  to  be  all 

\ 

thole  that  have  been  removed  by  Charms , 
Relicks ,  and  Rich  other  Affairs,  much  in 
Ufe  in  former  Ages,  which  have  no  In¬ 
herent  Virtue  within  themfelves,  but 
operate  only  on  the  Fancy  ;  for  in  the 
Times  of  Ignorance  and  Superftition, 
People  were  fond  of  embracing  fuch  My- 

P  (terious 
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fterious  Things,  and  were  learnt  to  rely 
entirely  on  their  Efficacy.  Of  the  O- 
peration  of  thefe,  without  the  Affiflanee 
of  the  Imagination,  no  one  can  frame 
fuch  a  tolerable  Idea,  as  fhall  be  worthy 
a  rational  Enquirer  and  Lover  of  Truth 
to  acquiefce  in;. but  others  there  are, 
that  the  Mind  finds  it  felf  obliged  to 
allow,  when  it  is  converfant  about  them, 
becaufe  they  have  been  fo  often  con¬ 
firmed  by  Experience.  Of  this  latter 
fort,  I  take  to  be  fome  particular  Amu¬ 
lets  and  ‘Periapts  ;  the  Ufe  of  which  has 
been  fo  firongly  contefled  for  by  fome 
Gentlemen,  who  account  for  the  manner 
of  their  Operation  from  the  Principles  of 
the  Corpufcular  Philofophy.  Thefe  in¬ 
deed,  if  they  confift  of  Subfiances  that 
are  capable  of  powerfully  emitting 
their  Effluvia,  may  operate  on  a  Sub- 
ftance  fo  permeable  as  that  of  a  Hu¬ 
mane  Body,  and  produce  very  notable 
Alterations  in  it ;  tho’  fome  of  thefe 
there  are  that  have  been  ufed  for  the 
Cure  of  Difeaies,  which  have  been  fo 
compact  and  clofe  in  their  own  Nature, 
that  when  an  actual  Heat  has  been  ex¬ 
cited  in  them  by  rubbing,  have  not  been 
obferved  to  emit  their  Effluvia  in  any 
confiderable  Quantity. 
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O  f  the  Operation  of  thefe  we  may 
perhaps  have  fome  indtflinCi  Apprehen¬ 
sions,  which  may  in  fome  fort  make  us 
underftand  our  felves  and  one  another 
when  we  fpeak  of  them ;  tho’  when  we 
confider  juftly  what  we  fay,  we  may 
find  that  our  Words  are  not  accompanied 
with  clear,  diftinct  and  fymetrical  Con¬ 
ceptions  of  thole  abilrufe  Affairs  we 
Ipeak  of. 

But  the  making  ufe  of  Charms  for 
the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  is  the  Subject  I  now 
defign  principally  to  treat  of j  foraf- 
much  as  it  has  been  an  ancient  Practice 
among  us,  and  being  at  this  Time  in  a 
manner  entirely  laid  afide  and  forgot, 
fomewhat  of  the  Hiftory  of  fuch  Prac¬ 
tices  may  not  only  be  entertaining,  but 
ufeful,  by  difeovering  the  Improvements 
the  Science  of  Phyfick  has  received,  fmee 
the  entire  Abolition  of  Monkery  in  this 
Kingdom.  There  was  fcarce  a  Difeafe 
that  the  Humane  Body  is  liable  to,  but 
the  Romtjh  Church  had  either  a  Saint, 
a  Charm,  a  Relick  or  a  *  Blefling  to  en¬ 
counter  with  and  fubdue  it;  they  had 
Charms  for  the  Head  ach,  the  Tooth - 
ach,  the  Falling  Sicknefs,  for  fore  EydB, 


#  See  Collettion  of  Records,  Numb,  IV. 
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for  the  Chin-Cough,  and  innumerable 
others ;  and  they  tell  you,  if  you  read 
a  Charm  in  the  Romifio  Church  on  St. 
Blazes  Day,  and  called  upon  God  and 
remembred  St.  Blaze ,  it  would  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  very  extraordinary  and 
furprifingEffedls.  Nay,  they  had  likewiie 
Bleflings  f  for  particular  Subfiances  to 
Cure  \ JJifeafes ,  as  well  as  Bleffings  for 
the  Cure  of  particular  Difeafes  them- 
felves.  And  they  inform  us,  that  many 
of  their  particular  Saints  had  a  pecu¬ 
liar  Privilege  of  curing  fome  forts  of 
Difeafes,  if  Prayers  were  dire<fted  to  ’em 
under  the  Patients  refpedtive  Exigencies. 
Thus  St.  Margaret  was  to  be  prayed  to 
for  Children,  St.  Rochus  againft  the 
Plague,  St.  Retronilla  againft  the  Tooth- 
aeh,  and  others  againft  other  Difeafes. 
They  had  likewife  feveral  fuperftitious 
Opinions  of  the  Phyfical  Helps  they 
were  to  receive  from  particular  Relicks. 
Thus  the  Belt  of  St.  Guthlack ,  and  the 
Felt  of  St.  Thomas  of  Lancafler,  were  ac¬ 
counted  fovereign  Remedies  for  the 
Head-ach  ;  the  "Penknife  and  Boots  of 
Archbifioop  Beckett ,  and  a  Piece  of  his 
Shirt,  were  in  high  Efteem  by  Women 
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with  Child ;  and  the  Coals  that  roafted 
St.  Laurence ,  and  the  Paring  of  St. 
Edmunds  Nails ,  were  held  in  fuperfti- 
tious  Regard :  and  Richard  Conway  tells 
us,  the  Girdle  of  Campion  the  Jefuit, 
who  was  executed  at  Tyburn  for  Treafon 
in  the  Reign  of  Q.  Elizabeth ,  wrought 
divers  miraculous  Cures.  All  which)  I 
am  perfwaded,  would  with  as  much 
Difficulty  be  credited  by  us  in  this  Age, 
as  that  ridiculous  Antidote  mentioned 
by  Tierius  in  his  Hieroglyphicks  againft 
the  Sting  of  a  Scorpion  $  which  is,  for 
the  Patient  to  fit  on  an  Afs  with  his 
Face  to  the  Tail;  for  by  this  Means  the 
Pain  was  to  be  tranfmitted  from  the  Man 
to  the  Be  aft  :  Or,  that  the  fourth  Book 
of  Homer  s  Iliads  ftiould  be  laid  under 
the  Patient's  Head,  to  cure  a  Quartane 
Ague,-  which  Sammonicus ,  a  Poetical 
Phyfician,  recommends  in  thefe  Words, 
Mceonice  lUiados  quartum  fuppone  tre- 
menti. 

But  befides  thefe  before-mentioned 
Methods  of  Curing,  there  were  ftill  fe- 
veral  others  to  preferve  them  from  Bodi¬ 
ly  Dangers,  as  well  as  the  curing  Difeafes  3 
thefe  ufed  to  be  fufpended  about  the 
Necks  of  thefe  Perfons  who  expected 
Service  from  them,  and  were  looked  up¬ 
on  to  be  a  fort  of  Holy  Amulets ;  ma¬ 
ny 
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ny  of  thefe  I  have  met  with,  which  con¬ 
fined  of  fome  Text  of  Scripture,  as  the 
Beginning  of  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John , 
&c.  Thefe  pious  Sentences  they  imagined 
carried  with  them  fuch  a  fecret  Power 
and  Energy,  that  they  were  not  only  Se¬ 
curities  againftCafualties  that  might  hap¬ 
pen  to  them ;  but  that  Difeafes  could  not 
withftand  their  Force,  but  were  by  that 
Means  entirely  lubdued  and  overcome. 
Thus  fays  our  Countryman,  the  Learned 
Cambden ,  in  his  Remains ,  the  Rofe  No¬ 
bles  of  Edward  the  Third ,  which  had  on 
one  fide  the  King’s  Image  in  a  Ship,  had 
on  the  Reverfe  this  religious  Infcription, 
Jefus  autem  tranflens ,  per  medium  eorum 
ibat  •  which  they  carry  d  about  them  as 
an  Amulet ,  to  perferve  them  from  Dan¬ 
gers  in  Battle.  And  thus  the  pious 
Sentence  on  the  Reverfe  of  the  Pieces 
of  Gold,  fufpended  about  the  Patients 
Neck  at  the  Time  of  Touching ,  was  with¬ 
out  doubt  originally  looked  upon  to  have 
as  great  an  Efficacy  againft  the  Patients 
Difeafe,  as  other  Amulets  of  the  fame 
Nature  in  other  Cafes. 

As  a  farther  Confirmation  that  this 
was  certainly  the  original  Caufe  of  the 
Gold  s  being  introduced  upon  fuch  Oc- 
cafions,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Ufe  of  the  Gold  was 
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efhbliflfd  before  the  Ceremonies  of 
Henry  the  Seventh ,  in  which  its  Mari¬ 
ner  of  being  ufed  is  directed ;  for  be¬ 
fore  that  Time,  I  cannot  find  it  was  etfer 
fo  much  as  mentioned  upon  fuch  Occa- 
fions.  Twas  in  regard  to  the  pious 
Infcriptions  their  Coins  generally  bore 
at  that  Time,  that  recommended  their 
ufe  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  not  any  inherent 
Virtue  in  the  Gold  it  felf  or  the  Imprefs; 
forfcriptural  Sentences  were  then  looked 
upon  to  have  the  fame  Power,  were  they 
either  written  and  fufpended  about  the 
Patient's  Necks,  or  imprefied  on  a  Coin, 
and  ufed  after  the  fame  Manner,  The 
Pieces  of  Gold  that  were  firft  ufed 
tiDon  this  Occafion,  were  not  Coin’d 
particularly  for  thisPurpofe,  as  thofe  in 
later  Reigns  have  been,*  but  were  only 
the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom, 
which  they  called  an  Angel  Noble , 
from  an  Angel’s  being  imprefied  on 
one  Side  of  the  Piece,  and  becaufe  it 
was  made  of  the  nobleft  and  pureft 
Gold.  The  Infcription  on  its  Reverfe, 
to  which  was  attributed  fo  much  Effica¬ 
cy,  was,  it  feems,  afterwards  altered ; 
and  I  find  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli - 
z>ahethi  the  Infcription  on  th cRofe  Nobles , 
given  at  the  Time  of  Touching ,  was,  A 
\ Domino  factum  eft  iftud  ft’  eft  mirabile  in 
*  •  .  ;  -  oculis 
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oculis  nojlris ;  but  after  her  Reign,  when 
this  Method  of  Touching  grew  more  in 
Repute,  (for  Q^Ehzabeth  for  fome  time 
altogether  declined  it)  and  People  flock¬ 
ed  in  greater  Numbers,  puflfd  on  by  an 
eager  Belief  of  receiving  Cure  of  their 
Maladies  5  and  fome,  as  the  Writers  in 
thofe  Times  tell  us,  for  the  Sake  of  the 
Gold  only ;  it  was  thought  fit  to  reduce 
it  to  a  much  lefs  Bulk,  and  fo  confe- 
quently  Value:  Then  ’twas  that  the  for¬ 
mer  Infcription  being  too  long  to  be  im- 
prefled  on  one  Side  of  fo  fmall  a  Piece, 
it  was  altered  to  Soli  Eteo  Gloria ,  which 
has  been  the  Infcription  in  feveral  pre- 
ceeding  Reigns.  So  that  we  find,  if 
great  Regard  was  had  to  the  original  Ce¬ 
remonies  that  were  inftituted,  or  to  the 
Infcription  on  the  Gold  firft  ufed,  both 
thefe  have  received  fuch  Alterations  as 
to  become  extremely  different  from  thofe 
eftablifh’d  in  their  firfl;  Inflitution  :  Which 
might  incline  one  to  think,  that  in  the 
fubfequent  Reigns,  tho1  it  was  thought 
proper  to  keep  up  the  Solemnity  and  Mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  Method,  they  fufpefted 
the  Power  and  Efficacy  the  Ceremonies 
and  Infcriptions  were  originally  believed 
to  have,  or  they  would  never  have  fuf- 
fered  them  to  have  undergone  fuch  efTen- 
Vial  Alterations.  But  it  has  not  fared  fa 


C  49  ) 

with  the  Imprefsj  for  this  has  been  conti¬ 
nued  in  feveral  Reigns  fince  the  Alteration 
of  thelnfcription,  left  there  Ihould be  fome 
inherent  Virtue  in  that,  which  was  at  firft 
only  cafual,  and  might  have  been  dif¬ 
ferent  according  to  the  Coin,  which 
might  have  been  fubftituted  in  its  ftead. 
Thus  we  fee  that  the  Infcription,  which 
firft  recommended  it  to  the  Ufe  it  was 
apply ?d  to,  and  which  was  then  believ'd 
to  have  fo  great  an  Efficacy,  has  been 
entirely  laid  afide;  while  the  Imprefs, 
which  they  had  no  regard  to  at  all,  has 
been  continued  as  long  as  any  of  thefe 
Pieces  were  in  Ufe. 

I  a  m  inclined  to  believe,  that  this 
Opinion  of  the  Efficacy  of  Scriptural 
Sentences  was  deduced  originally  from 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Jews  wearing  their 
! Thylatteries ,  which  were  fome  Parts  of 
the  Law  of  Mofes ,  on  different  Parts  of 
their  Bodies,  which  our  Expofitors  term 
Prefervatives  or  Charms.  However, 
certain  it  is,  thefe  holy  Amulets  were 
anciently  very  much  in  Ufe  among  us, 
as  well  as  other  Nations.  St.  Chryfoftome 
informs  us,  it  was  the  Pra&ice  of  fome 
Perfons  to  fufpend  a  fmall  part  of  a 
Gofpel  about  their  Necks,  thinking 
thereby  to  fecure  themfelves  from  Dan-? 
gers,  and  cure  them  of  Bodily  Infirmi* 
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ties.  And  this  Practice  both  he  and 
St.  Augufiine  expofe  under  the  Names  of 
Magical  Arts  and  Incantations .  Thefe 
ibrt  of  holy  Amulets  being  efteenfd  at 
that  Time  capable  of  curing  Difeafes,  if  it 
chanced  the  Cure  did  fucceed  where  they 
were  ufed,  they  might  reafonably  be 
looked  upon  to  have  a  (hare  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  King's  Touch  ;  which  natu¬ 
rally  leads  me  to  a  Confideration  of  the 
Ceremonies  ufed  at  the  Time' of  Touch¬ 
ing;  and  that  I  make  fome  Enquiry, 
whether  there  were  in  thofe  Times,  any 
fuch  Forms  as  thofe  made  ufe  of  for  the 
Curing  of  Difeafes,  or  the  contributing 
thereto.  For  if  the  Kings  of  England 
had  a  fupcrnatural  Power  of  curing  any 
particular  Malady  by  the  bare  Touch, 
there  would  be  no  Neceffity  of  intro¬ 
ducing  any  external  Afliftances  of  any 
fort;  but  if  Experience  fhould  prove  the 
Uncertainty  of  it,  they  who  pradJifed  it 
would  be  necelTarily  obliged  to  take  in 
all  the  Helps  they  could  to  fupport  the 
Reputation  of  it. 

I  have  before  obfcrved,  that  Henry 
the  Seventh  was  the  firft  of  our  Kings 
who  introduced  the  Ufe  of  the  Gold,  and 
the  Ceremonies  upon  this  Occasion  ; 
and  this  not  perhafps  becaufe  he  was,  as 
my  Lord  Bacon  obferves,  a  ftrid;  Ob- 
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ferver  of  religious  Forms,  but  to  render 
this  Method  of  Cure  the  more  effica¬ 
cious  i  and  fo  by  furpaffing  the  Succefs 
of  the  bare  Touch,  and  one  fingle  Bene¬ 
diction  of  any  of  his  Predeceffors, 
drengthen  his  Title  to  the  Crown,  which 
he  knew  was  at  bed  but  precarious.  He 
might  be  very  fenfible  of  the  many  Fai¬ 
lures’ of  Succefs  this  Method  is  attend¬ 
ed  with,  and  fo  endeavour  by  thefe 
Means  to  render  it  the  more  efficacious, 
and  make  both  himfelf,  and  it,  the  more 
efteemed.  But  then  who  mud  take  up¬ 
on  them  the  compiling  a  Form  of  Cere¬ 
monies  entirely  new ,  which  were  to  affid 
in  a  Cure  they  were  not  certain  it  would 
contribute  any  thing  to ;  its  more  pro¬ 
bable  they  would  have  recourfe  to  fome 
approved  Ceremony ,  if  any  fuch  thing 
was  to  be  met  with,  that  had  been  thought 
efficacious  in  removing  bodily  Infirmi¬ 
ties. 

Now  it's  certain  they  had  at  that 
Time,  and  long  before  in  the  Romijh 
Church ,  particular  Forms  compiled  of 
certain  Parts  of  the  Scripture,  Prayers, 
and  myderious  Expreffions,  which  they 
termed  Exorcifms ,  or  Conjurations ;  thefe 
were  to  difpoflefs  the  Devil,  to  difperfe 
evil  Spirits  that  poflefled  the  Bodies  of 
Men,  Women  or  Children,  and  to  cure 
,  G  %  feme 
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fome  particular  Difeafes :  and  no  Body 
could  doubt  fure,  but  if  one  of  thele 
Exorcifms  had  Power  fufficient  to  di'f- 
poffefs  the  Body  of  evil  Spirits,  but  that 
it  might  be  thought  much  more  capable 
of  removing  bodily  Difeafes.  Befides, 
the  approved  Ufe  of  thefe  Exorcifms 
might  be  thought  fufficient  to  recommend 
them  fo  far  as  to  be  copied  after,  fince 
thofe  that  ufed  them  would  not  fail  of 
fetting  forth  their  Virtues  at  large. 
Thus,  I  am  of  Opinion,  (hall  we  find  it  to 
have  fared  with  the  Ceremonies  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  firft  ufed  in  the  Touching 
for  the  King's  Evil;  they  feem,  with  very 
little  Alteration,  to  be  copied  from  *  a 
very  old  Manufcript  Exorcifm  made  ufe  of 
for  the  dtfpoff effing  of  evil  Spirits,  which 
I  find  was  printed  very  early ;  and  fince 
that  in  the  Thefaurus  Exorcifmorum  atque 
Conjurationum  Terribilium ;  you  will  there 
find  the  Gofpels  the  fame,  many  of  the 
Expreflions  the  fame,  and  the  whole  bare 
fuch  an  Analogy,  as  I  think  no  one  can 
imagine  but  that  one  was  little  elfe  but 
a  Copy  from  the  other. 

I  have  taken  care  in  the  Appendix ,  a- 
mong  the  Collection  of  Records ,  to  give 
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the  whole  of  the  one  and-  the  other,  that 
any  one,  by  comparing  them,  may  rea¬ 
dily  fee  what  a  Similitude  they  bare  to 
each  other.  So  that  from  hence  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  very  evident  that  theie  Ce¬ 
remonies,  which  have  not  failed  of  being 
highly  applauded  and  extolled,  and  by 
Dr.  Heylin  term'd  facred  Ceremonies,  were 
originally  copied  with  little  Alteration 
from  an  ancient  Romilh  Exorcifm  or  Con¬ 
juration.  It’s  true  *  the  original  Ceremo¬ 
nies  of  Henry  the  Seventh  have  received 
fome  particular  Alterations  f  in  fome  fub- 
fequent  Reigns ,  to  make  them  the  better 
comport  with  the  Principles  of  thofe 
Times ;  but  ftill  not  fuch  mod  certainly 
as,  confidering  their  Original,  might  have 
been  thought  fufficient  to  have  entitled 
them  to  a  place  in  fome  Editions  of  our 
Common-Erayer  Book.  Thus  we  may 
fee  how  the  Original,  the  Progrefs,  and 
the  Supports  of  this  fuppofed  divine  Gift 
of  Healing ,  were  nothing  more  than  lm- 
pofitions  on  the  People >  and  that  the 
more  it  be  enquired  into,  the  more  its 
Myfteries  will  be  expofed  and  fet  in  a 
clear  Light ;  and  this  will  make  it  evi- 

*  See  Cc/lleElion  of  Records,  Numb.  VII. 
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dent  alfo,  that  Truth  has  its  inherent  and 
unalterable  Marks  and  Characters,  while 
falfe  Reprefentations  and  unwarrantable 
and  deceitful  Collufions,  though  they 
may  prevail  for  a  time,  will  never  be  a- 
ble  to  fecure  a  conftant  Adherence  to 
Falfhood  and  Error.  The  one,  the  more 
it  be  enquired  into,  difplays  it  felf  with 
frefh  Beauties  to  an  inquifitive  Perfon,  and 
charms  the  Paffions  of  the  Difcoverer> 
while  the  other,  for  a  Time,  fculks  under 
the  Subterfuges  which  were  at  firft  efta- 
bliflied  to  gain  it  Efteem,  till  the  inqui¬ 
fitive  and  penetrating  Mind  diflodges  it 
from  all  its  Securities,  and  expofes  it 
with  its  feeble  Supports,  till  it  entirely 
vanifhes  and  appears  no  more.  And,  as 
I  take  it,  though  Truth  may  for  fome 
Time  fuffer  and  lie  concealed,  yet  the 
clearing  up  of  oblcure  Affairs  and  the 
fetting  them  in  a  true  Light,  is  the  only 
way  to  diffipate  the  Clouds  that  darken 
it,  and  making  it  lhine  the  more  trium¬ 
phantly,  to  the*  overthrowing  of  Error. 
But  whether  it  proceeds  from  our  being 
too  much  inclined  to  a  ftriCt  Adherence  to * 
the  Sentiments  of  our  Predeceffors,  or 
our  Unwillingnefs  to  call  in  Queftion 
any  current  Opinion  that  has  obtained 
the  Sandion  of  the  common  Confent  of 
Mankind  s  nioft  certain  it  is,  we  do  not* 

gene- 
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generally  fpeaking,  engage  in  thefe  En¬ 
quiries  with  that  Vigour  and  Alacrity 
that  feems  to  be  neceflary,  and  which 
when  once  compleated,  affords  a  Plea- 
fure  which  is  a  fufficient  Recompence  for 
all  our  Trouble.  This  we  might  have 
imagined  no  one  ftiould  have  been  un¬ 
willing  to  have  engaged  in,  where  the 
Subjed  appeared  at  firft  view  to  be  more 
myfterious  than  rational  y  for  fuch  Affairs 
are  very  rarely  found  to  be  able  to  Hand 
the  Teft  of  a  ftrid  Enquiry.  Befides  this, 
where  fuch  a  Method  has  been  treated 
on,  and  the  higheft  Elogiums  given  it 
by  thofe  Perfons  whofe  Interejls  or  'Pap* 
pons  led  them  to  fpeak  in  its  Favour  ; 
this,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Thing  it  felf,  might  have 
been  Caufe  fufficient  for  one  to  have  en¬ 
ter’d  one’s  Sufpicion  concerning  it.  Thus 
ihall  we  find  it  to  have  fared  in  this 
Cafe,  which  I  have  had  under  Confedera¬ 
tion;  not  one  of  thofe  Perfons  who  have 
written  exprejlj  of  ity  but  have  been  biaf- 
fed  by  their  particular  Interefts  to  fpeak 
in  its  Favour ;  and  what  dependance  can 
we  have  on  thofe  Authors,  who  had  not 
fo  much  the  fake  of  Truth  in  view,  as  a 
particular  regard  to  their  own  Profit,  by 
flattering  the  refpedive  Princes,  in  whofe 
Reigns  they  wrote?  But  the  indifcreec 
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Meafures  that  fome  particular  Perfons 
have  made  ufe  of,  ought  not  to  prejudice 
Truth,  which  muft  not  be  call  away  with 
the  unwarrantable  Conceits  that  fome 
have  pinn’d  upon  it. 

That  the  Reader  may  have  fome 
Idea  of  the  Performances  of  all  thofe  Au¬ 
thors  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  I  lhall  give 
fome  Account  of  them  and  their  Writings 
on  this  Head  s  whereby  will  be  reprefent- 
ed  what  Obligations  they  were  under  to 
purfue  the  fame  Defign,  and  what  were 
the  Motives  to  difpofe  them  to  forfeit 
the  Character  of  impartial  Writers.  The 
ftrfl  who  engaged  in  this  Affair  was 

Dr.  William  Tooker ,  fometime  Chaplain 
to  Queen  Elizabeth ,  afterward  Canon  of 
Exeter ,  the  Place  of  his  Nativity,  and 
at  length  Dean  of  Litchfield.  This  Au¬ 
thor  in  i  S97i  while  he  was  th o  Queens 
Chaplain ,  publilhed  his  Charifma  five  Do¬ 
num  Sanitatis  :  In  which  Book  he  flat¬ 
ters  her  Majefly  upon  her  extraordinary 
Abilities  in  curing  the  Evil.  And  the 
more  to  advance  the  Dignity  of  this  Me¬ 
thod,  feems  to  be  difpleafed  with  thofe 
that  fix’d  it  upon  Edward  the  ConfeJJbr ,  as 
the  firft  who  exercifed  it;  and  would  car¬ 
ry  it  up  as  high  as  Lucius ,  by  fome  faid 
to  be  the  firft  of  our  Chriftian  Kings ;  but 
he  brings  not  the  leaft  Authority  to  fup- 
port  any  fuch  Suppofition.  Th£ 
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The  next  Perfon  that  appeared  upon 
this  Subject  was  William  Clowes ,  Efq;  a 
Native  of  Warwickjhirey  who,  in  regard 
to  his  great  and  long  Services,  and  re¬ 
markable  Succefs  in  his  Pradice  in  his 
Military  and  Naval  Expeditions,  had  a 
Grant  of  Arms  in  1576,  and  fworn  one 
of  the  Surgeons  to  Queen  Elizabeth ,  in 
the  latter  End  of  her  Reign.  This  Gen* 
tlemanin  i6ox,  publilhed  his  Right  fruit¬ 
ful  and  approved  Treatife  of  the  Struma , 
&c.  In  which  Book  he  complements  her 
Majefty  on  the  efFeding  a  Cure  upon  a 
fcrophulous  Perfon,  which  he  judged  to  be 
more  Divine  than  Humane  s  and  believes, 
upon  the  Failure  of  all  other  Methods, 
that  Patients  may  exped  Relief  from  her,  * 
But  certainly  the  Recital  of  one  of  the 
Queen’s  Cures  was  as  little  as  he  could 
well  do*  when  he  mentions  fo  many  of 
his  own;  and  I  believe  there  would  have 
been  but  little  Occafion  for  his  Book, 
which  gives  us  the  Phyftcal  and  Chyrur- 
gical  Methods  of  Cure,  if  the  Succefs 
of  the  Touching,  which  for  a  confidera- 
ble  Time  together  fhe  wholly  declined, 
had  not  been  fo  very  precarious. 

Subsequent  to  Clowes ,  tho'  at  many 
Years  diftance,  was  one  John  Bird,  fome- 
time  a  Refideiit  at  Sion-CoUege  in  London^ 
Who,  to  fliew  his  Zeal  for  his  Majefty, 
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the  Year  after  the  Reftoration,  publifiied 
his  Oftenta  Carolina .  It  contains  a  great 
many  odd  and  whimfical  Opinions,  as 
that  our  dear  Lord  King  Charles  is  the 
Antitype  of  Edward  the  Con fe (for  $  and 
that  he  is  the  laft  of  our  Kings  that  lhall 
heal  the  Kings  Evil :  That  the  King 
had  likewife  a  Power  of  Curing  the 
Rickets ;  which  Difeafe,  through  the 
Mercy  of  God  and  his  Means,  Ihould 
feize  no  more  Children,  but  entirely  va- 
nifh  and  appear  no  more.  And  fuch  fort 
of  enthufiaftick  Notions,  which  fill  his 
whole  Book. 

Four  Years  after  this  Dr.  Thomas 
Allen ,  fometime  of  Cams  College  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  afterward  Thyfician  in  Ordinary  to 
King  Charles  the  Second \  publiihed  a 
Treatife  of  the  Cure  of  the  Evil  by  the 
Touch ,  which  he  entitles,  The  Excellency 
or  Handy -work  of  the  Royal  Hand,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Duke  of  Tork.  The  whole 
Book  is  principally  a  Declamation  on  the 
Miferies  of  the  Rebellion  and  an  Incen¬ 
tive  to  the  Love  of  hisMajefty,  forfub- 
mitting  to  Touch  fo  many  deplorable 
Objects  for  the  Cure  of  the  Kings  Evif 
and  to  dillwade  Perfons  from  applying 
themfelves  to  the  Seventh  Sons ,  or  thole 
called  Strollers,  who  it  feems,  if  any  of 
them  chanced  to  fucceed,  were  thought 

to 
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to  lefTen  the  Efteem  of  his  Majeftys  Ter- 
formances.  But  Vit.Greatraclzs  Reputa¬ 
tion  very  much  increasing  at  this  Time* 
although  he  is  not  mention’d  in  the  Book, 
it  feehis  to  be  more  particularly  calcula¬ 
ted  againft  his  furprizing  Succefles. 

In  1676,  Richard  Wifeman ,  Efq;  a 
Native  of  Cambridge fhire,  one  of  the 
principal  Surgeons  in  King  Charles  the 
Firfis  Army ,  and  after  the  Reftorationy 
his  Majefty  s  Serjeant  Surgeon ,  publifhed 
fever al  ChyrurgicalTreatifes^  one  of  which 
entirely  treats  of  the  Kings  Evil .  In 
the  firft  Chapter  he  pleads  very  ftroogly 
in  behalf  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Touch  j 
although  in  the  Body  of  his  Book,  he 
gives  us  a  great  Number  of  Inftances  of 
Perfons  cured  by  himfelf,  by  proper  Phy- 
fical  and  Ghyrurgical  Proceftes,  who,  it’s 
probable,  would  not  have  fubmitted  to 
his  painful  Methods,  if  the  Cure  was  at¬ 
tainable  at  fo  eafy  a  Rate  as  the  bare 
Touch. 

After  him  John  Brown,  a  Norfolk 
Man  by  Birth,  and  Surgeon  in  Ordinary 
to  King  Charles  the  Second ,  in  the  Yeat 
1684,  publifhed  with  two  preliminary 
Treatifes,  his  Chanfma  Bafilicmr  or  Royal 
Gift  of  healing  Strumas ,  or  Kings  Evil 
Swellings ,  by  ContaB  or  Impofition  of  the 
f acred  Hands  of  our  Kings  of  England 
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and  France,  given  them  at  their  Inaugu¬ 
rations.  Which  Book,  in  the  Patent  be¬ 
fore  it,  is  faid  to  be  to  the  King’s  great 
Liking  and  Satisfaction;  but  in  reality 
the  Body  of  the  Book  is  nothing  elfe  but 
a  Tranflation  of  Tookefs  Charifma ,  which 
being  even  atthatTime  exceeding  fcarce, 
he,  I  fuppofe,  thought  he  might  fecurely 
do  it,  without  having  his  Plagiarifm 
difcovered. 

Thus  it  evidently  appears  from  the 
Characters  of  thefe  Writers,  that  we  are 
by  no  means  to  expect  an  impartial  Hi- 
ftory  of  this  Affair  from  them,  by  rea- 
fon  its  very  evident  they  were  all  of 
them  prepoffed  in  its  Favour;  their  Bu¬ 
ff  nefs  was  to  exalt  the  Power  and  Digni¬ 
ty  of  the  Princes  under  whom  they 
wrote,  to  influence  the  Peoples  Minds 
with  a  Belief,  that  they  were  capable  of 
effecting  fupernatural  Things  ;  and  as 
there  have  not  been  wanting  fome  who 
have,  without  Reafon,  believed  that  God 
has  bellowed  upon  all  Kings  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Character  or  Gift,  to  fbew  how 
peculiarly  lie’s  concern'd  for  them ;  fo 
their  Buffnels  was  to  inculcate  a  Belief 
of  fuch  Things,  the  more  to  raife  the 
Peoples  Veneration  and  Efteem,  But  as 
the  countenancing  of  Parafites  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  Sign  of  Weaknefs  in  a  Prince;  fo 
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the  defpifmg  fach  mean  and  low  Ends  to 
gain  Efteem,  will  always  be  approved  by 
the  wifer  Part  of  the  World,  and  affix  on 
that  Prince  that  does  fo,  a  Character  as 
durable  as  Time .  I  cannot  but  fay,  that 
it’s  very  probable  that  thofe  Perfons  who 
were  inclined  to  an  impartial  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  this  Matter,  might  have  fome 
Doubts  arife  within  themfelves  concern¬ 
ing  it,  and  fufpecrt  whether  it  might  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  very  imprudent  Un¬ 
dertaking,  to  go  about  to  difprove  an 
Affair  of  this  Nature,  when  it  was  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  a  Royal  Sanction,  Thus 
when  Peoples  Minds  were  fo  ftrongly 
prepoffed  in  Favour  of  any  of  our  Kings 
being  inverted  with  fo  ‘Divine  a  Gift; 
that  they  exercifed  it  for  the  Good 
and  Relief  of  their  Subjects ;  and  that 
it  was  a  Power  peculiarly  affixed  to  the 
Crown;  were  this  even  by  uncontefted 
Authorities  brought  againft  it  to  be  fuf» 
pedted,  precarious  or  falfe,  it  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  adjudg’d  to  be  a  bold  and  daring 
Undertaking,  and  ftriking  at  the  Royal 
Prerogative.  For  fuch  has  been  the  De¬ 
pravity  of  fome  former  Ages,  that  a 
Freedom  of  Thought  has  been  milcon- 
ftrued  as  a  Defign  to  bring  about  fome 
fmifter  Ends;  and  a  Perfon  inclined  to 
curious  Enquiries  might  prove  dangerous 
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to  the  State,  by  difcovering  fome  dark 
and  myfterious  Things,  and  by  placing 
Truth  in  a  clear  Liphr,  contribute  to 
Weaken  the  Supports  of  the  Government. 

But  if  I  have  made  it  appear  in  the 
foregoing  Papers,  that  there  is  nothing 
fupernatural  in  it,  and  that  it  never  was 
peculiarly  affixed  to  the  Crown,  as  it 
will  be  a  Proof  of  the  over  Credulity  of 
fome  of  our  Kings,  fo  it  will  redound 
tnuch  to  the  Honour  of  fome  others, 
who,  fufpefting  the  Authorities  of  preju¬ 
diced  Perfons,  have  altogether  declined 
the  Exercife  of  it. 

r  * 

But  happy  is  it  for  us  now,  that  our 
Minds  are  free  from  thefe  Incumberances  ; 
an  unrcftrained  Freedom  of  Thought, and 
a  right  Method  of  Reafoning,  are  be¬ 
come  the  happy  Characters  of  this  Age ; 
and  as  we  have  learnt  not  to  fuffer  our 
Senfes  to  be  impofed  upon,  fo  we  like- 
wife  have  to  reduce  every  Thing  to  the 
Standard  of  Truth. . 

Thus  have  I  examined  this  Affair  with 
all  the  Candor  and  Impartiality  I  have 
been  capable  of ;  I  have  taken  it  in  all 
its  refpedive  Views,  and  mentioned  the 
moft  pofitive  Affertions  which  have  been 
offered  in  its  Behalf  :  But  upon  the 
whole  it  appears,  that  its  Supports  have 
been  only  fictitious,  and  imaginary. 
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and  fuch  as  have  difappeared  when 
brought  to  a  rational  Xnqueft;  for  as 
Truth  never  loofes  by  Enquiry,  foFalfe- 
hood  and  Error  are  always  the  more 
pofed  by  it. 

I  am ,  S I  Ry 

With  the  great  eft  Sincerity , 

Tour  rnoft  obliged  humble  Servant y 

London, 

Aug  23,  1721. 


Will.  Beckett. 
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Collc&ioqof  Records 

Referred  to 


In  the  preceding  Papers. 


Numb,  L 


The  Bull  of  Tope  Alexander  the  Third,  for  canonic 
zing  King  Edward  the  ConfeJJor, 

Alexander  (gpifcopup  fctBup  FerBomm 
©ei  BenerabiliBup  ,£catri6up3Srct)i* 
epiFropip^piFcopipjCt  Biicttip  filiiP 

$>?io?ibup,  ct  aliip  €t* 
cfraarum  JDaselatip  per  3Hngliam  conftitutipj, 
falutem  et  ^poffolicam  55enebiitio«em*  3flli« 
up  BeBotioncm  conttantiam  et  fi&ei  Rrrnito* 
tern,  quara  circa  matrern  Beftram  FacroFawtam 
Eoroanam  <£cclefiam  Biligcntiup  at* 

tenBenteP,  in  i&  pjopcCtum  Boluntatip  atu 
ftucimur,  ut  BoP  Cent  cljariffimop  fratrep,  ct 
FperiaTrP  <5ccIcCae  filiop  fincera  cfwritate  in 
domino  biligamup,  pjopenfiup  ijonojcmtip, 
et  poftulationep  BeftraP^  quantum  cum  ^ca 
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pcffuntufi,  libenti  ammo  afintittantttfi.  Sk&e 
utiqtte  fuu,  qttofi  fttper  petitione,  quant  fie 
Edvardo  giouofo  quotifiam  Kege  Anglorum  ca« 
ncitkan&o/cr  hi  Jjanrtsjtim  Catalogo  afifcri* 
bcnfio,tam  eljatnlCrmufi  inCfjtiao  jfilittfi  noftct 
Henricus  iilufti'ifi  Anglorum  ItCfi,  quant  bcfi  ipft 
ttobifi  iitftantitigf  pan'Ctifttfi  ,  folicitam  cunt 
jfrattibufi  noftnfi  ficlibetatianem  ijabentefi* 
libjo  ntiraculouim  infpctfo,  qua:,  fium  in  car? 
tie  tuoiuih  bn<rrct,  ct  poftquatn  fie  pafenti 
facntlo  eft  affwmp#nfi,  omniporenfi  ©ommttfi 
pet  fuant  mt!enco?6iam  fiedarabit :  ©iGsi  eti* 
ant  litrcrifi  ameceffosifi  neftti  pix  memoir 
Innoqencii  j>aps;  beftrifi  qtioque  teftintoniifi 
infie  rcccpufi :  ©uantbifi  ncgotuint  arfiuttm  et 
tublimc  non  frrqucntct  folcat  nitt  in  relemni- 
bujee  Conriiiifi  fie  mo?c  conccfii  •,  fie  communi 
tatfirn  fratrttitm  noftroptm  confllio,  jupta  bo* 
turn  et  fieftficrium  ptaefiki  ftlti  ttoitti  JSegifi 
ce  beftrum,  coppufi  ipGufi  Cbhfefforifi  ita  glo* 
jificanfittm  cetmiiinufi,  ct  fiebitifi  p.'scconiifi  a* 
fiojanfiunt  in  £errifi,ficut  euntfient  <£onfcffo2cm 
©oniinufi  per  fuam  giatiam  glojificabit  in 
,€cdifi.  iinfie  bificliect  intft  „&anttofi  Confcffo* 
jefi  fie  ceieto  nuntctetttr ,  qnofi  fjoc  ipfunt  apufi 
©cunt  Qgnifi  meruit  ac  birttttibufi  obtinere. 
4Suia  igirut  ficcct  fjoneftatifi  befrra:  pntfienti* 
am  ettnt  pic  eoleje,  rt  toto  ftttfiiij  bcttcrari, 
quern  attetojitate  SUpoftolica  bcnctanfium  be* 
ura  poftulabit  ficbotio,  ct  eoTcufitun:  Unibcr- 
fitatem  beftram  per  Stpcftdiea  ftripta  ntotte* 
mixtpf  ct  epijortamut  in  ©omino,  quatcmtfi  eum 
ita  ficincepfi  frufiratifi  fiebitifi  obrcqttiifi  i)cnc« 
rare,ut  ipttttfi  inferccGionibu.fi  apufi  fiifttietum 
*$ttfiicem  nmrnmim  beniam  obtinere,  et  gio* 
jtofum  in  arterna  beatitufiinc  Pentium  infirm* 

re.  ©alum  $nagmse  feptittic^lmfi  Fcbruarii» 

pif  biPctiret Mr, nit,  No  mb. 


Numb.  II. 

A  Proclamation  for  the  better  ordering  of  thofe  voh» 
repair  to  the  Court  for  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe 
called  the  King’s  Evil. 

•f  Trjjjcmi.si  bp  the  <l5?ace  anb  Getting  of 
VV  Oob^  the  Slings  anb  dttecnb  of  tfjii# 
Eealrn,  fo?  tnanp  3llgeb  paft  habe  tjab  the  haPJ 
pincha  bp  their  J>acrcb  Couch  anb  gfnbocation 
of  tpc  #ame  of  <Jj5ob,  to  cure  tljofe  that  are  at'* 
flitted  lBitii  tfje  difeafe  calleb  the  King’s  Evil: 
3§nb  hib  nob)  mo  ft  ercellcnt  St^rjcftp  in  no 
lefe  meafurt  than  anp  of  hib  ttopal  §b?cbecef= 
fo?b  jjatfj  tjab  go ob  futcefp  herein ;  anb  in  bib 
moft  4&?atioug  anb  ^ioito  ©ifpofition  ib  ab 
reabp  anb  hiiUiug  ab  anp  Sting  e?  <£htecn  of 
this?  Utealrn  eber  tuab,  in  anp  thing  to  teliebe 
the  biftteffeb  anb  neccCCitieb  of  bib  goob  £ub* 
jeetb }  pet  in  bib  $rincclp  JlDitbom,  fojefecing 
that  in  tlji.b  ab  in  all  other  things^  <£>?ber  i.st 
to  be  obferbeb,  anb  tit  tinted  are  ncccfiarp,  to 
be  appointcb  fo?  the  performing  tpib  g?eat 
toojft  of  Charitp :  i^ib  moft  ejcecllent  ss^ajeftp 
both  hercbp  puhlifl)  anb  beclare  bib  Siopal 
S©iII  anb  ^leafurc  to  be ;  tljat  toherea.b  here* 
tofoje  the  ttfual  tirneb  of  pjefenting  Inch  $cc« 
fonb  to  bib  3t?a jeftp  fo:  tbi.b  purpefe^,  mere  Ea- 
Iter  anb  Whitfontide^  that  front  Ijencefotth  the 
titneb  (hall  be  Ealter  anb  Michaelmas^  ab  tirneb 
mo?e  conbenient  both  fo?  the  temperature  of 
the  ^eafon,  •anb  in  refpett  of  anp  Contagion 
tofjich  map  happen  in  thib  near  accctp  to  bib 
S^ajcftpb  J>acteb  ^erfen,  anb  hib  Sfajeftp 
both  acto?binglp  i©ill  anb  Commanb3  tljat 
from  the  time  of  publilbing  thib  3$?o_cIamation, 
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none  pjefume  to  repair  to  bis  C^ajcftn’s'  Eon* 
at  Court  to  be  fjeaieD  of  ttjat  ©ifcafe  befcjc 
ttjc  jfeaft  of  <§t.  Michael  nobs  ncn  coming. 
April  ttje  6.  1 6}o. 

— ■*  »'■  '  ■  . .  i  i  ^  „ 

Numb.  III. 

1 The  Ceremonies  formerly  ujed  by  the  SaIut3tors  in 
Spain,  by  which ,  and  by  the  Touch,  and  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  White  Linen ,  they  pretended  to  cure 
all  External  Sores. 

Ctjjiftum,  ct  cum  Cbtifto,  et  in  Clpifto, 
eft  tibi  ©co  patri  onmipotenti,  in  umta» 
te  Jtpiritusf  £ait(ti,  omnisS  ponot,  et  ©fojia 
pet  omnia  fecuta  feculo.itm.  £>:  emits.  Valuta; 
ribn.S  p.aecepti.sf  monitt,  et  btbiita  inftitutio* 
lie  fo’mati  mtbemu.tf  biccre,  pater  nofter  qui 
Z$  in  Cedis?,  'fc.  Amen. 

‘5|cftttf  potentia  patrief,  Jnipientia  5ritii, 
jDictu.b^piritusi^anrtij^anct  bat  bulmtjf  ab 
omni  mate.  Amen. 

^Refuse,  ©online  mi  S'tfu  €^iftr,  crcbo  qttob 
nottc  31obi£  ^ancti  tit  Cceita,  poftquam  laba* 
fti  pebes  tuomnt  ^anctojum  ©ifcipulomm * 
flcccpifti  panent  faiutifCtmis  manibu.S  tuis?,  et 
benebiritti  et  fregifti,  et  bebifti  tuijtf  Sanctis? 
©ifcipulis,  biccnsf  accipitc  ct  comcbite,  ijee 
enim  eft  Corpus  meum  *,  Onuliter  acccpifti  ra* 
Itcem  in  Jjanttiffimas  U©amtS,  ct  gtatiap  c> 
gi Cti,  et  trabibifti  iilt.S,  biccnav  accipite  ct  bi* 
Bite,  quia  pic  eft  mens  Bangui  a  pobi  Ccfta* 
otenti,  qui  p?o  multig  effunbetur  in  remiffi= 
onem  pcccatouun,  tjee  quotiefcuttque  fecccitis, 
facite  in  meant  contmemogationeim  ©bfccrc  tc, 
©amine  mi  3lcftt  Cp?ifte  nt  pc?  l)xt  <§amcitti* 
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ma  ©ttba,  et  per  birtutem  illojum,  et  pet 
meritunt  fanctiffima:  paflioniff  tuac  fanetur  |oe 
bulnub,  et  malum  iuttb.  Amen,  Jefus. 

Sfn  famine  $>atri&  et  filii,  et  ^piritujt 
Jtancti,  Amen,  Jefus. 

At  length  the  following  Articles  were  preferred  1» 
gainlt  them  in  the  Bilhop  of  Tprei  jnd  other  Ec- 
clefiaftical  and  Civil  Courts  and  thefe  pretend¬ 
ed  Miracle-Mongers  were  ftsverely  prohibited 
from  farther  impofing  oh  the  People. 

t.  $3etattrc  tbcp  are  a  leiub  people,  attb  urn 
lihelp  to  babe  tfjat  Commerce  toitp  >©ob  tfjep 
pjetenb  to. 

2.  25ctattrt  tbcp  are  but  fcofe,  anb  unfettleb 
iniSeligion,  anb  tooulb  renber  otljerjS  To. 

?.  25ecaufe  tljep  mabe  t|je  people  tempt 
Cteb  to  bo  that  bp  an  ertraojbinarp  Snap  of 
9?irat:C.sf,  iul)icf)  l)t  fjab  appointeb  to  be  bone 
in  tfie  ojbinarp  toap  of  9?canb  anb  Pbpacft* 
4.  25ecaufe  tbep  bab  febnccb  people  to  tfje 
neglect  of  tfje  ojbinarp  means'  of  tfjeir  p?elh> 
ferbation,  to  tljc  banger  of  manp  J^eoplejS 
!2tibe£. 

5-.  25rtaufe  tljep  bjougbt  tbe  Cttrfe  of  C5ob 
ttpon  poo?  people,  manp  babing  eonfetteb, 
that  tbcp  pcriffeb  unbee  tbc  juft  banb  of <£5ob, 
fo:  Ijabing  anp  thing  to  bo  Vuitij  tbefe  Salu- 
tarors. 

6.  23ccattfe  tbep  toere  abetteb  bp  befperate 
99c n  of  bangeroub  |E>?inciplcb  anb  Jpjactiee^* 

7.  22>ecaufc  tbcp  tooft  tbe  J5amc  of  C5ob  ip 
bain,  anb  abufeb  bi£  i©o?b  to  fuperftitimijjt 
jDurpofcg. 

8.  2Sccaufe  tgc p  perfemcb  no  real  0?  laffc 
ing  Cure.b, 

9.  25ecaufe 


(*) 

f.  S&ccaufe  tljep  btftrarteb  tlje  $eoplcP 
tljougfjtp,  anb  pjcpateb  tfjcm  fo?  ©tabolirnl 
^(iluaon  anb  SE^agicft. 

i  o.  25ccaufe  rnanp  of  tljent  eoulb  bo  nothing 
till  tpcp  pab  branlt  liberallp  (a  2£>ottIe  of 
.Sack  being  requireb  to  a  Spiracle)  taipen  tpep 
pjctcnbeb  tpat  tljep  feiere  infpircb. 

11.  23ccaufe  tljep  gabe  occafton  to  ftcange 
SNfcourfep  about  tlje  9?irodcp  of  €p?ift,  anb 
pip  f  ollotoerp,  anb  fo  obcrtp:cbi  tpe  g?eat 
gjounb  of  faitp. 

1 2.  25ecaufe  tljep  perftoabeb  people  to  bo 
tpcmfelbep  mifcpief,  tpat  tljep  migfjt  bo 
4Htrep. 

13.  25eeaufe  tfjere  hicre  fcberal  inftaitccp 
bjougpt  of  tpeir  Confcbetaciep,  ^j'mpofturep, 
enb  fugglep. 

Sin  fine,  23ecaufe  tljep  bib  a  l©o?lb  of  9)if 
cfjiefj  anb  little  o?  no  <5oob. 


Numb,  IV. 

A  Blejfing  for  Sore  Eyes  ( taken  out  of  an  Old  -/MS. 
Mafs  Book)  very  profitable  for  that  Difeafe,  as 
teacheth  Willielmus  de  Mootibus,  Chancellor  of 
the  Mother  Church  of  Lincoln,  put  in  modern 
Snglilh. 

>TT'I^aE  231tCfing  fo?  ^o?c  <£pep  (fays  he)  nc 
A  teffitp  b?ingetfj  in,  anb  tlje  bebotion  of 
them  tljat  apfe  it,  anb  it  ougpt  to  be  bone  in 
tfjipf  manner. 

f  irft,  tlje  $?ieft  topo  ^ingctlj  Sj^afP,  after 
tpat  pc  Ijotfj  rccribcb  tlje  23obp  anb  25Ioob  of 
one  Eojb,  anb  after  tlje  firft  anb  feronb  toalp* 
ing  of  pip  fingcrp,  (ball  canfe  pip  ©atiib 

Clcrlt 
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Clerft  to  pout*  into  Si?’  CJjalite  tftc  tljirti  aB* 
lutujn,  iiot  of  H9ine  But  of  3©atcr 5  anB  tfji^ 
3©otcr  muff  tf >e  in  f)ijef  CBaHcc  referbe 

anB  Beep  till  9(?afjr  Be  Bone,  anB  iofjen  fl^afjS 
ijsf  once  Done,  the  JPjiefi:  Before  Be  puts?  off  iiist 
JBccrBotal  ©cCraentj?,  (hall  tahe  of  tBis  W&< 
ter  anB  fpnnltle  it  upon  tBe  Jo:c  <£pep,  anB 
Be  (Ball  lap  tBig  #?aper  folltotomg,  tuirB 
tDominup  boBifeum  et  cum  Jpiritu  tuo,  anB 
iuitB  ©jemup. 

The  Prayer,  : 

OSojB  5!efu  €B?itt,  B)Bo  ogcncBfi  tBe  ©pep 
of  tBe  2(£an  tBat  toast  Bogn  23Iino,  Beep 
tBe  €pci3  of  tfii.a  tBp  Jerbant,  gibing  Bint 
figBt  clear,  fufficient,  meet  anB  competent  to 
ferbe  tBee  toitBal,  Bp  birtue  of  tBijS  Jacra* 
ment,  anB  Bp  tfjisf  Jign  •5'  of  tBp  I?olp  Crofp, 

©ere  let  tlje  #?iefi  crofa  tBe  BifeafeB  $etfon 
luitB  tBe  4TBalice  anB  toitB  tBe  €o?po?asi 
ClotB,  anB  let  Bint  fa  BanBlc  tBe  matter, 
rBat  toitly  Bi.a  eroding  Be  map  caufe  fomc 
3Btne  to  go  from  tBe  CBalicc  anB  CotpojajS 
ClotB  into  tBe  Jojc  €p ep,  toBilc  Be  lapctB, 
Sfn  Nomine  #atrisf,  f  ilii,  et  Jpirittta  Jan* 
at.  Amen,  CBen  (Ball  tBe  f^ieft  fap  tBe  Be¬ 
ginning  Of  Jit.  John’s  ©ofpel. 

10  pjincipio  crat  ©erBum,  et  ©crBum  crat 
apuB  ©earn,  et  tDeup  erat  ©erbutn.  Ipoc 
crat  in  pjincipio  apuB  ^cum.  ©main  per 
ipfnm  facta  funt :  €t  fine  ipfo  factum  eft  niBil, 
tjttcB  factum  eft :  3fn  ipfo  bita  erat,  et  bita 
crat  lux  B°ntinnm :  <£t  Itty  in  tenebpp  lucet 
it  teneBjte  earn  non  compjeBenBcrunt.  fuit 

I?Oi}!0 
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Jjlomo  miffup  a  ©eo^  cut  nomen  erat  tloan* 
neP*  J^ic  benit  in  teftimonium,  ttt  teftimoni* 
um  perfii&cret  be  lumine,  ut  omnep  crcbcrent 
pee  ilium.  $on  erat  ille  luje,  feti  ut  teftimo* 
itium  perl)iberet  tie  lumine.  €rat  lur  beta 
qux  illuminat  ornnem  Ijorninem  benicntem  in 
fiunc  muntmm. 

^fjere  tfjingsf  being  bo  ttejto  tfje  tiireafcti  per¬ 
ron  rife  up,  fcifO  tfjc  3Mrar.,  anti  offer  fome* 
tiling  to  tljc  25lcffeb  Sacrament,  anti  fo  bepart; 
anti  unboubteblp  tnitft  tfte  tjelp  of  ©ob,  anb  of 
out  231effeb  labv,  fje  tyall  (bo?tlp  Ijabe  rente* 
bp  of  Slip  ©ifeafe. 


f  ’  ’  ••**-,*• 
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Numb.  V* 

T he  Ceremonies  ufed  by  King  Henry  VIII,  for  Bleffi 
Jtng  of  Cramp  Rings y  which  method, \  as  appears  by 
divers  Records  which  1  have  feen ,  was  ufually  pra* 
ffifed  by  our  Kings  fome  hundred  Tears  before 
his  time%  which  Rings  they  made  Prefents  of  ta 
particular  Perfons *  The  ztfe  of  them  was  it  feem$ 
difcontinued  under  King  Edward  VL  but  under 
^ueen  Mary  it  was  defigned  to  be  revived ,  and 
the  Office  for  it  was  written  out  in  a  fair  Man 
nufcript ,  of  which  this  is  a  Copy.  That  King 
Henry  VIII.  praUifed  this  Methody  we  have  be* 
flies  others ,  the  Teftimony  of  Andrew  Boorde  <$ 
Phyficiany  who  wrote  in  his  Reign :  This  Author 
/peaking  of  the  Cramps  faysy  The  King’s  Maje<* 
£ty  hath  a  great  helpe  in  this  matter  in  hallow* 
ynge  Crampe  Rings9  and  fo  geven  without  MQ£ 
ney  or  Petition, 

The  Office  of  Confecrating  the  Cramp  Rings- 

Certain  Prayers  to  be  ufed  by  the  Queen’s  Highnef^ 
in  the  Confecratior*  of  the  Cramp  Rings9 

D€tt£  miftreatur  noftti,  tt  fienefcicat  najf 
illuminct  fiultum  fumn  f itpf  r  no#* 
it  mifmatur  itoftri. 

Ut  tognofcamntf  in  tttta  fiiam  tuam,  in 
umnifius  gcntifigg  falutatx  tuunu 
ConSteantirc  tifii  J^opuli,  *  eonfft? an# 
tnt  tifii  f^opuli  omne£* 
a^tentnc  tt  entltent  gente$,  quoniant  ju* 
tsicaj?  popniog  in  equitati,  tt  Qtnttg  in  mm 
Umi#- 

gpngtwntup  tifii  $cpttli,  9p>eu#r  *  cpnStean* 

till 
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tut  ti&i  $opuli  ontnep,  terra  tietixt  frutfum 

turnip 

2&cnc&icat  nop’  ©eng,  ©eng  ttottcr,  Sencbi* 
cat  nog  ©cast,  ct  uictuent  cum  cmneg  fincg 

<£Vo:ia  33ati%  ct  ififia  ct  (Spiritui  £anrto. 
^>tcut  crat  in  pjineipio,  ct  nunc,  ct  femper, 

ct  in  (acuta  iaailojum.  Amen. 

©mnipatcng  fempitctnc  ©eng,  gtti  ah  fo* 
frttium  tnmiani  generic,  Paria  ct  nmltipiiria 
miicriarimt  notiratum  IcPamina  uBcmmig 
g?aiia  tux  bemig  k&  incipnuao  ficnignitatig 
tux  fontc  manantilntp,  inccHantcr  triPucre 
bignatug  eg  ■,  ct  queg  ab  regatig  fubtimita* 
tig  fattigium  ertulifti,  inagnio;ibng  gjariig 
cjnatog,  banaiumqtte  tuomm  o.gana  atquc 
ranalcg"  ale  Po  uitti,  ut  ficut  per  te  regnant 
aliifque  prafunt,  ita  te  nurfio.:e  rchguig  pje* 
fine,  ut  main  populum  bntrftaa  conteram : 
p:crcg  uofttag  pjopttmg  respite,  ct  qua  tilst 
bora  fjumifrime  fimbimug,  benignug  abtnittr, 
ut  qtiob  a  te  tua  o?cg  ncltri  Be  tua  miferi* 
coibia  fperanreg  cbtinucrunt,  its  nobig  etiant 
pari  ffbucia  pcltulantibug  conecserc  bignertg: 
J3cr  C^ithnn  ©onumtm  nottrum.  Amen. 

The  Rings  lying  in  one  Bafon  or  more,  this  Prayer 

to  be  laid  over  them. 

D^usf  eCoe’cTitmt  tcrreftriumque  csttBiroj, 
rreatitrarunt  atquc  tnmiani  generic  be- 
liiguiffune  reparato;,  ©a to:  fpirititaiig  gja* 
tix,  omitiunnjite  benebihiemun  targife?,  im* 
lititte  jScpirirum  ^anttum  tuum  ftararfettmt 
fee  CeeTis  foyer  fjejef  3Snr,utog  arte  fab’ili  con* 
fret  ? .e,  eofrjue  magna  tua  peteutia  ita  emim* 

BAIT 
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bate  bigitetis?,  tit  orntti  neqttitia  filtitsi  teener 
acGque  ferpentis?  p;otttl  cppnlfa,  metalhtm 
a  tc  Bono  conbitojc  erratum,  a  runctix?  inimi* 
ci  forbibus?  maneat  immune.  $>er  Ci^iaum 
vDominum  noftrunt.  Amen. 

BenedlQio  Annulorutn. 

D€iis?  3l6?aBam,  ©cits?  Sftmr,  ©cus? 

cob,  crattbi  mifemojs?  pieces?  neffras?, 
parre  metttentibu&  pjopihare  fupplicibus?, 
ct  mittcre  bigneris?  J>amtum  Stngehtm  tit* 
um  be  Ccefip  qui  t'anttificct  >i<  rt  benebieat  >b 
annulos?  iftos?  s  ut  Cut  reniebium  faiuta.e 
omnibus?  itorncn  tmtnt  fmmifitet  impfeanti* 
Bus?,  at  femetipfos?  pjo  tonfeientia  beliaojum 
fuajum  arcufautiBus?,  atqiic  ante  confpecmm 
tDibins  dementis  tus  faeinota  ftta  bepfo* 
?antibup,  ct  feren  ffimant  pietatem  tuant  Bit* 
milircc  obnireque  flagitantsBas? ;  pjefint  amt* 
que  per  inbccationem  fai  cti  nit  nominis?  om* 
mbaa  itips?  gcfiantibup,  aa  Cc.-pons  ct  3fini< 
ms  fanitatem :  Pee  djjiftum  ©ominura  no* 

fmttit.  Amen. 

Benediflio. 

D€u.s?  qui  in  $?ojbis?  rurattbi^  maxima 
fentprr  potentis  tus  miracttla  berfarafti, 
quique  anuulop  in  Sfuba  patnarrija  fiber 
artabonent,  in  3Carone  J>acerbeta!e  omamett* 
turn,  in  ©ario  fibelif?  ctifiobis  fpmbdlum,  et 
in  |)oc  regno  bariojitm  mo?bontm  remebia 
ctic  boiuifti,  Bos?  anmtios?  pjopititm  »i*  bene* 
bicere  et  >i<  fanctificare  bigneris?:  lit  omncjJ 
gut  eos?  geftabunt  tint  immitnes?  ab  omnibus? 
Natans  infibiip,  fiat  armati  Ptrnttc  ecdctfiiS 

25  2  be* 
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fiefenGoniP,  ttec  cop  infeffet  bcl  nerbojttm  tern* 
tcactio3  bel  rontitialip  mo?6i  ptricula,  fctt 
fcntiant  te  opitttlante  in  ontni  mo’bcpmt  gc* 
were  Tcbamcn.  Slit  nomine  $attip  &  et  filit 
#  et  JipirituP  jSancti  Amen. 

SDcnebic  anima  mea  domino :  <£?t  omnia 
tjits  intra  me  funt  nomini  fawto  cjup.  Here 
follows  the  reft  of  that  Pfalm. 


IfflSmenfam  elementiam  tuam  Si^ifertcojp 
©cud  Ijumilitec  imp!o?amup,  itt  qua  ani* 
mi  ftbueia  et  fibei  dmeritare,  at  certa  mentis 
pictatc,  ab  Ijsec  impetranba  accebiraup,  pari 
ctiam  bebotione  gratis  tuae  fpmfiola  fibdcP 
P’ofeqttantur ;  faccffat  omnip  fuperftitio,  p:o= 
nil  afeCt  ©iabolicae  fraubip  fufpicio.,  et  in 
glojia  tui  nominip  omnia  ccbanti  nt  tc  fat* 
gitbjem  bonopun  oatniurti  fibdcp  tni  intelli- 
gant,  atquc  a  tc  uno  qnicquib  be!  am  imp  bel 
cojpojibup  berc  pmflt,  piofcitum  fentiant  et 
p^offteantut :  $ct  €p?iftum  ©omimtm  no* 
Crum.  Amen. 

Thefe  Prayers  being  faid,  the  Queen’s  Highnefs 
rubbeth  the  Rings  between  her  Hands_,  fay* 
ingi 

SUlnrtifica  ©online  Stnnulop  iftop,  et  ro:e 
titte  bcuebictioitip  benignup  afperge^  ae 
manuunt  uoftrarum  confricationCj  quap  olci 
facri  infuttone  ejeterna  fanttifitarc  bigna* 
tup  ep  p:o  minifterii  noftri  ntobo.,  confecra  * 
ut  quob  natura  metalli  piaTtare  non  poffit, 
gjati*  tax  magnitubine  eficiatur :  §©er  €fjn- 
Cum  ©ominum  noftrum,  Amen. 


Then 


Then  rrmft  Holy  Water  be  caft  on  the  Rings, 
faying  j 

1$  nomine  §&atri£,  et  filii,  et  ^piritttg 
j&anctu  Amen .  SDominc  jfili  ©ci  imigeni* 
le,  ©ci  et  fjominum  mcPiato?,  3Iefu  Cfeifte, 
in  cujus?  unin?  nomine  falus?  rette  qitaritur, 
qitiquc  in  te  rperantiBus?  facilem  aP  pattern  ac* 
teffum  tonttUafti,  quern,  quicquiP  in  nomine 
tuo  peteretur,  in  omne  batntnm,  cunt  certir* 
Onto  Pccitatis?  #’aculo  aB  oje  tito  J>aiuto,quuin 
inter  famines?  PcrfaBatis?  ijonto  pjonunci* 
afti  •,  pjcciBus?  itoftrig  antes?  tux  pietatis?  at* 
tomoba,  itt  ab  tljtonum  ©jatia  in  tua  KPueia 
actePentes?,  qtiob  in  nomine  tuo  Bmniltter  po* 
ftulaPimus?,  ip  a  noBis?,  te  mePiante,  impe* 
tratum  futCte,  toilatis?  per  te  Bcncficiijef,  fiPelest 
intefligant :  €5ui  PiPis?  et  regnal  cum  3Pco 
fBatrc  in  imitate  J>pmtu.s?  ^antti  ©eup,  pec 
omnia  ferula  fetuloptm.  Amen. 

V<0ta  noftta  quxfumui?  Nomine,,  ^piritujS 
&anctu&  ejui  a  te  pjoeePit,  afpiranPa 
pjxpeniat,  et  pjofcquatut.,  ut  qttob  ap  falu* 
tern  SPdittm  eonfiPentet  petimujff,  g?artx  tux 
Pono  cfficacitet  confcquamttr :  $rt  Cptiltura 
©cminum  nofttum.  Amen. 

MStjeftatem  tuant,  Clemcntiffimc  ^tu0t 
jjater,  f  tints?,  et  J>piritus?  <&anctusf, 
fupplieitet  etojamuP,  ut  qttcP  aP  ncmirdp  tui 
Jsanctifitationem  pits?  Bit  <£cremoniip  peragi* 
tut,  aP  ecipajis?  fimit!  et  animx  tutclam  Pale* 
at  in  retris?,  et  aP  uBcrio^em  felieitati#  fru* 
ttum  p?cfinat  in  <£odis?.  <Gui  PiPis?  et  regno* 
©cup?  pet  omnia  ferula  feculojtmi.  Amen. 

N  U  M  0.' 
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Numb.  VI. 

lExorctfmus  a&verfus  Spiritus  immundos. 

TJ'  f  ojcifta  inbtttus?  beftibus?  faeris?,  pergat 
JL_/  ab  aftacc  bet  ante  aliquant  Sfmaginem : 
Ct  p.’semitCa  (ut  faepius?  tintum  eft)  c§>acra= 
tnentalt  confetfionCj  co^be  ljumiliato  et  finno, 
tic, rig  genibu&  feipfum  ttguantso,  nicat. 

Sn  famine  <$anrti(thnae,  et  inbibibua:  €ri^ 
ititatts?,  ^attisf,  et  ftlti,  et  ^piritus?  J>am 

Cti.  Amen. 

V.  SEbjutoriunt  nolfrum  in  Nomine  55c-' 
mini.  ' 

R.  Qui  fecit  Coelum  et  Terratn. 

V. ,  («?ifcni>c  nobisf,  ©ontine^  mifeeirojtnam 
tu  ant. 

R.  Et  falutare  tuum  da  nobis. 

V.  3£bjuba  no.si,35cu£  falutaris?  noftcr. 

R.-  Et  propter  gloriam  nommis  tui,  Domine,  libe- 
ta  nos. 

V.  jftilnl  pjsficiat  immicits?  in  nobis?. 

R.  Et  Filins  iniquitatis  non  apponat  nocere  nobis. 

V.  fiat  mifertcojbia  tna  ©cminc  fuper  nos?* 

R.  Quemadmodum  fperavimus  in  te. 

V.  (E purge  CtjnttCj  abjuba  nos?. 

R,  Et  libera  nos  propter  nomen  tuum. 

-  V.  55aminus?  bobiftunt. 

R.  Et  cum  Spiritu  tuo. 

I?ic  dBpojeifta  furgcn£  bicat  fequentia 
bangelii. 


1$  ifao  tempoje :  JUmurtPentiPusi  lmberita 
piftipitiiO  apparttit  iflip  3!eftip ;  €t 
pjoPaPit  increPulitatcm  eonim,  ct  Puritient 
co?Pig :  ©uia  iis?,  qui  PiPerant  cum  rerurrer* 
life,  lion  rrePiPcrunt.  <£t  Pipit  ei£ ;  cuntesf 
in  munPum  uniPerfum,  pjsPicate  4BPanjjriis 
tint  omni  creature.  ©ui  erePiPerit  ct  Pap* 
tijatup  fiterit,  fafPu.O  crit :  ©tti  Pero  non  ere* 
PiPerit,  conPcmnaPituc.  J>igna  autem  co£, 
qui  crePiPcrint,  pace  fequeutur  5  3fit  nomine 
mco  Psemonia  cjicicnt :  3lingui£  foquentur 
noPi£ :  J>erpcntc£  tolfcnt:  €t  G  mojtifcrum 
quip  PiPerint,  non  ci.sr  noccPit :  J>tipcr  iEgjojS 
manu.3  imponent,  ct  Pent  paPePunt.  €t  ©0* 
minup  qutPcm  Sicfu^,  poGquant  Iocutu£  eft 
cip,  affumpntff  eft  in  €cdum;  ct  fepet  a  Per* 
trip  ©ct.  3|ili  autem  pmfccti,  pjaePicaPcrunt 
uBique.,  ©omino  cooperantc,  ct  ferpionem  f op* 
firmantc,  fcqucntiPup  Ggnipl 

V.  ©ominup  PoPircitm. 

R.  Et  cum  Spiritu  tuo. 

1$  pjincipio  erat  ©erBum,  ct  J^crPttm  crat 
apuP  ©cunij  et  ©cup  crat  ©erBum.  f)oc 
crat  in  pnnetpio  a  pup  ©cum.  ©mnia  pee 
ipfunt  facta  funt :  <£t  Gne  ipfo  factum  eft  nifjil 
quoP  factum  eft :  3fn  ipfo  Pita  crat,  ct  Pita 
crat  fate  fjominum :  €t  fair  in  tenePjip  iucct, 
ct  tenep^x  cam  non  compicpenocrunt.  jfuit 
Ipomo  miffup  a  ©co}  cut  nomen  crat  3'°an* 
nee?,  i^ic  Pc  nit  in  teflimenium,  ut  fefaimo* 
ilium  perpiperet  Pc  famine,  ut  omnep  crcPe* 
rent  per  ifaum.  |p?on  crat  iHe  fur,  fed  nt  tc< 
Ctimonium  perftiBeret  fee  famine.  Crat  fur 
tecta  qua:  iffatminat  omnem  pomincm  Penien* 
fern  iii  pane  munPum,  mitnPo  crat,  ct 

rnunPuj? 
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»mmbup  per  ipfurn  factum  eft,  et  muttbup  e* 
urn  non  tognobit.  3m  p?op?ia  benit,  et  fni 
cum  non  receperunt.  <£uotguot  autcm  rete* 
permit  cum,  bcbit  cip  poteftatem  filiop  Dei  a* 
*ri,  pip,  qui  cceDunt  in  nomine  cjup :  <£Hti 
non  ep  fangitinibup,  neque  ep  boluntate  car* 
nip,  ncguc  cp  boiuntatc  biri,  ftD  ep  <E>co  ita* 
ti  funt.  <£t  ©eefium  taro  factum  eft,  tt  t)a* 
fritabit  iit  nobip :  «3t  bibimup  gloiiam  ejup, 
glo’iam  quatt  unigeniti  a  patre,  plenum  gja? 
list  et  bcritatip. 

V.  Nomine  crauDi  ojationem  nteam» 

R.  tt  clamor  metis  ad  te  veniat. 

Oratio. 

T'y®mine  SWtt  <ff&?iftc,qui  bcDifti  3Cpofto!isl 
JLy  tuip  tortutem  et  poteftatem  fuper  in* 
fitniop  et  languojcp ;  at  infir  mop  turarent ; 
OBojtuop  fuftitarent;  Sep  ofop  munftarent  * 
SEtenionep  ejicerent :  Confirma  in  me  ftanc  g?a* 
tiam,  quambip  inbignup,  et  mifer  pcccato? 
fitn :  € t  non  refpiciap  ab  innumeratnlia  pet* 
eata  mea:  <&eb  Cent  confuebifti  petcatontm 
mifercri,  et  p:etep  immilimn  epaubire,  p;.op* 
ter  magnant  niifcricojbiam  tuaiti,  ita  me  nunc 
epattbire  bignerip :  «£t  fitut  craubifri  Hatro* 
nem  in  Crutc ;  ita  me  mint  cpanbire  Digue* 
neriP  elamantem  ab  tc  contra  iftum  fpiri* 
turn  bppantem  fjunc  famulum  tunm  ut 
in  nomine  fancto  tuo  ttmluli,  ipfuni  eppcl* 
!ere  baft  am :  <Oui  cum  f>atrc  et  ^piritti 
j&antro  bibip  et  regnaP  in  taenia  fcrculojum. 
Amen. 


Nbm». 


Numb.  VII. 

J7v  Ceremonies  for  the  Healing  of  them  that  be  T>jf~ 
eafed  with  the  King’s  Evil,  as  they  were  ppauis 
fed  in  the  Time  of  King  Henry  VII, 

Firft,  The  King,  kneeling,  fhall  begin  and  fay, 

1$  nomine  ®atri&  ct  f ilii,  ft  £piritjt$ 
£antti*  Amen. 

And  f©  foon  as  he  hath  faid  that,  he  fhall  fay,’ 
2$cnebicite, 

The  Chaplain  kneeling  before  the  King,  having  9 
Stole  about  his  Neck,  fhall  anfwer  and  fay, 

3Dominu#  at  in  eo?be  tua  ct  labii#  tui#»  ats 
eonStenbum  omnia  pcccata  tua^  %n  nomine 
J)atti^  et  f  ilii,  ct  Jpxritu#  ,5>auta.  Amen. 

Or  elfe  to  fay, 

Stefu#  no#  cyauhiat,  @?n  nomine  §&atri#J 
et  jfilii,  ct  Jjptmu#  j&anitt.  Amen, 

Then  by  and  by  the  King  fhall  fly, 

Confitco?  J©eo,  22catx  i$anx  Otcg’ni,  om  * 
nilnt#  J>an(ti#,  ct  bobi#,  quia  pccrabi  mini# 
in  cogitation^  loctttionc  ct  opctc,  mea  culpa, 
*\’cco2  .^anttaiii  SBariant,  mime#  Jmmto# 
ifi,  ct  bo#  ojarc  pjo  me* 

The  Chaplain  fhall  anfwer  and  fay, 

a^ifercatue  bettri  omnipotent  ©cp#,  ct  be# 
rnittat  bobi#  omnia  ©cccpta  brilra,  libecctbo# 
,ab  onuti  malo,  fqlbct  ct  copicmct  in  bopo,  ct 
#0  bitam  pctbucat  xternam.  Amen. 

^tbfolutioncm  ct  Eemiffioncm  omnium  pee? 
catojiun  bcftcojum,  fpatium  bees  poeni tenth, 
ettmenbationem  bitx,  gjatiam  ct  etmfolatio# 

. .  '  *  '  '  f  '  '  ' .  "  ‘  '' 
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item  J>aneti  j&fticitup,  ttifituit  bobiP  ontttipo* 
tease  et  mifeticO?p  ©ominup.  Amen. 

This  done,  the  Chaplain  (hall  fay, 

©ominup  bsbifcum. 

The  King  (hall  anfwer, 

€t  nun  £piritu  tuo. 

The  Chaplain, 

•  j^queutia  ^aiuti  <£baugcUi  fetunimm  3i5ar* 

turn. 

The  King  (hall  anfwer 

^lo^ia  ti&i,  ©omiuf. 

The  Chaplain  fhall  read  the  Gofpel. 

1$  illo  tempore :  J&ecumbentifmp  nnbccim 
oifcipulip  apparuit  ilfip  3iefnp  t  €t  ejepjo* 
ij’abit  increbulitarem  coiuro,  ctburitiem  co> 
Dip :  quia  iip,  qui  bibernnt  ettm  refurreriffe, 
non  crrbibmiut.  <5t  Pipit  cip;  euntes  in 
jmintutra  uitibcrfum,  plicate  Cbangeltum 
DWtti  creature.  4&ui  crfDtbecit  et  2&apti;atup 
fumt,  falbttp  erit :  qui  been  non  crebibmt, 
eonOe rnnabitur.  «£>igna  autent  cop,  qui  crebK 
betint,  Ijxc  feqnentut  ;  in  nomine  nteo  bsmo* 
nia  cjicirnt ;  Intguip  loqueutue  nobip :  fer* 
pentep  toflent :  et  G  mo^tifetum  quib  bihermr, 
non  t ip  noeebit :  ^feupec  agjop  manup  impo? 
nent,  tz  bene  fjabebunt. 

Which  Claufe,  Super  etgrosy  &c.  the  Chaplain  re¬ 
peats  as  long  as  the  King  is  handling  the  Sick 
Perfon.  And  in  the  time  of  the  repeating  the  a- 
foreiaid  Words,  Super  *grct,  t>'V.  the  Clerk  of 
the  Ciofet  (hail  kneel  before  the  King,  having 
the  Sick  Perlon  upon  the  Right  Hand  ^  and  the 
Sick  Perlon  (hall  likewife  kneel  before  the  King: 
And  then  the  King  (hall  lay  his  Hand  upon  the 
Sore  of  the  Sick  Perfon.  This 


( »p  > 

This  done,  the  Chaplain  fhall  wake  an  end  of  the 
Gofpel;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Chirurgeon 
ihali  lead  away  the  Sick  Pei fon  from  the  King. 

«£t  ©ontinus  cntibem  poffquant  lo* 

cutu.sf  eft  cisf,  affumpnib  eft  in  codum,  et  t z* 
bet  a  bettrijS  ®ei.  5P i  aurent  pjofccti,  pja:* 
bicabcrtmt  itbiqite,  ©omino  cooperattte.,  et 
fecmoncnt  eonfirnuiitte,  fcquentibu.b  ftgni$. 

Then  the  Chaplain  fhall  begin  to  fay  again, 

©•mimijs  bobifcimt. 

The  King  (hall  anfwer, 

<£t  cunt  <&pmtu  tuo. 

The  Chaplain, 

Snitium  j&ancit  igbanselii  fccunbttm  310* 
ftitnem. 

The  King  fhall  fay, 

<£5fo’ia  tibi  ©online. 

The  Chaplain  then  fhall  fay  this  Gofpel  following. 

10  p?incipio  etat  ©erbum,  et  ©erbutn  erat 
apitb  ©cunt,  et  ©cub  erat  ©erbunt.  Ifoe 
erat  in  pjiucipio  apitb  ©earn.  ©ntnia  pec 
tpfttm  facta  funt ;  <gt  One  ipfo  factum  eft  nifiil, 
Vjuob  factum  eft :  3  n  ipfo  bita  erat,  et  bita 
erat  luce  fjontinfini ;  (Et  hit  in  tenebnb  lucet 
cc  tenebjae  cam  non  compjef)enbermit.  ftut 
©onto  niiffwjS  a  ©co,  cut  "nomen  erat  Soar** 
nest*  $ic  benit  in  teitimonium,  ut  teftiraoni* 
unt  pcrfjiberct  be  lumine,  ut  omtteb  crcberent 
per  ilium.  $on  erat  tile  luje,  feb  ut  teltittto* 
itium  perljt&etet  be  luntinc.  <6rat  lur  beta 
cilice  illuminat  onuiem  Ijomincm  bcuictitem  in 
brntc  mimouni. 

C  3  Which 
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Which  laft  Claufe,  Era  lux  vera ,  &c.  dial!  ftifl 
be  repeated  fo  long  as  the  King  (hall  be  Crofling 
ftie  Sore  of  the  Sick  Perfon  with  an  Angel  No¬ 
ble;  and  the  Sick  Perfon  to  hare  the  fame  An¬ 
gel  hanged  about  his  Neck,  and  to  wear  it  until 
-  he  be  full  whole. 

This  done,  the  Chirurgeon  (hall  lead  away  the  Sick 
Perfon  as  he  did  before;  and  then  the  Chaplain 
lhall  make  an  end  of  the  Gofpel. 

3|it  number  crat,  ct  mtmbup  per  ipfttnt  fattttp 
fit,  ct  munbup  cum  non  ccgnobtr.  %n  pjo* 
pna  bertit,  ct  liti  cum  non  recepcrunt.  <£Htot= 
qttot  autem  recepcrunt  cum  bebit  ei$  potetta*. 
tem  ^ilio.S  ©ei  fieri,  IjiiS,  qtti  trebunt  in  no=* 
ufinc  epm :  qtti  non  ct  fa  ngui  mbits,  ncqtte  cp 
Sjoluntate  catnip,  neque  cr  bolt  titrate  inn,  feb 
cr  ©co  ttati  funt.  <£t  f>cr bruit  cavo  fattum  elf, 
ct  ijabifof'it  in  nobip:  ct  bibimtt#  glojiam 
cjutf,  gloiiam  qttnfi  nitigcniti  a  |>atrt,  ple¬ 
num  gratia:  ct  beritatip. 

Then  the  Chaplain  lhall  fay, 

<£it  nonren  ©omini  23cncbittum, 

The  King  lhall  dnfwer, 

‘Cr  hot  jiunt  ct  ttfqttc  in  fccitlum. 

Then  lhall  the  Chaplain  lay  this  Colled  following, 
praying  for  the  Sick  Perlon  or  Perlons. 

©ominc  craiibi  o:ationcm  meant* 

The  King  lhall  anfwer, 

Ct  dantoj  meug  PS  tc  beniat. 

©jemup. 

/^v^nipotenp  fempiterne  ©cup,  faltm  afer- 
na  crcbcntium,  craubi  nop  pro  famulip 
tUip,  pjo  qtribnp  mifctiiojbrx  tua  implojamnp 

atm, 
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autilium,  itt  rcbbita  Rbi  famtatc,  g?atiarttm 
tibi  in  Ccciefia  tua  rcfcrant  attionc?.  §Dct 
€f)jiattm  ©ominum  noftrunt.  Amen. 

This  Prayer  is  to  be  faid  fecretly  after  the  Sick  Per- 
fons  are  departed  from  the  King,  at  his  pleafure. 

Dominate?  SDominc^eu?  <©hmipoten?  cit* 
jit.sf  bcnignitatc.,  ewi  bibent,  fittBi  att- 
burnt,  tnuti  loquuntur,  claubi  ambulant,  h » 
pjcR  numtiantttr,  omness  infirmo?uiit  eurantmr 
fanguojc?,  ct  a  quo  folo  bomtm  ranationi? . 
qumano  gciteri  etiam  ttibuitut  et  tanta  g?a* 
tia  pjo  incrcCibiii  tua  erga  hoc  regnum  boni- 
rate,  ilcgibu?  cjiifbcm  tonteffa  eft,  ut  fola  ma- 
nuum  illoptm  impcRtionc,  mo?bu?  gjabiiri- 
nut?  fcEtiSitrimufquc  bcpcHamr,  tonccbe  pjo- 
pitiit?  ut  tibi  ptopterca  gmtia?  agattiu?,  et 
p’o  itto  fingukri  benefitio  in  m$  coikto,  non 
nobi?  ipfi?,  feb  nomini  rtio  nffibue  glojiam 
bcnm?,  itcfquc  Re  ab  pictatem  fetapet  txtzte* 
antu?,  ut  mam  nobi?  bonatam  g^atiam  non 
folurti  bitigettter  confctbarc,  feb  in  bit?  magi? 
niagifqnc  abaugcrc  laborcran?,  ct  pjafla,  ut 
quoutmennque  co?po?ibu?,  in  nomine  tuo  ma¬ 
im?  impttfncrimn?  qae  tua  birtute  in  illifi  m 
petantc  ft  nobi?  miniftrnntibn?,  ab  p?ittinami 
fanitatcra  relit  thantur,  ramconterbent,  et  p?o 
rabrnt  tibi,  tit  fttmmo  ntcbico  ct  omnium  mot- 
boium  bepuifoji,  petperuo  nobifeum  gjatia? 
agant :  ^icque  bcinccp?  bitam  inftituant  ut 
non  eojpu?  fokm  ab  inflrmttatc,  feb  aninta 
etiam  a  petcato  omniito  fanata  biacarur.  f>et 
3^ominnm  nofmmt  S'cfum  Cqnftum  #ilium 
tutmt,  qui  tecum  bibit  et  regnat  in  imitate 
Jkneti  J'ptritu?  pet  omnia  fccttla  fcculojum. 

Amen. 


Numg) 
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Numb.  VIII. 

The  Ceremonies  ufei  in  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles 
the  tirjl  and  Second ,  at  the  times  of  Touching  for 
the  cure  of  the  Kings  Evil. 

THE  Chaplain  thus  begins:  Clic  43ofpd  tDrit* 
ten  in  the  1 6  (Chapter  of  Mark,  at  net. 
tljc  1 4  gefttp  appratcb  unto  the  deben  ap  thep 
Cate  at  meat,  anti  caft  in  their  teeth  their  unbe* 
lief,  anDbatDucfp  of  heart,  bccaufe  fljcp  [jab 
not  bdicbcb  them  iuhich  Ij«t>  fren  rijat  he  toap 
tifen  attain  from  the  Drab.  3finb  he  fatb  unto 
ttjem,  go  pc  into  all  tfjc  inojlb,  anb  pteadj  tfjc 
<Do  pc'  to  all  creature#,  i)c  tljat  bdiebeth  anb 
is  haptijeb,  fijall  he  fabeb,  anb  he  that  hcltc- 
brtb  not  thall  be  banrneb :  all  thefe  tohenp  fhall 
folleln  tfjem  that  belicbe.  gin  mp  name  tftr  p 
{hall  eaft  out  ©cbilp,  tljcp  Hjall  fpeah  mith  nr  hi 
rongtteP,  thep  Ipall  b?ibc  ainap  fetpentp.  3£nb 
if  thep  b^iitfe  anp  bcablp  thing,  it  fhall  not 

hurt  them.  They  fhall  lay  their  hands  on  the  Sick 
and  they  fhall recover.  The  which  faying  is  conti¬ 
nued  between  every  healing  of  his  Sacred  Majefty, 
till  all  the  Sick  be  Touched  by  him  ;  the  which 
being  finifhed,  the  Chaplain  goes  on. 

wvn  i he  ins™  tolfn$e50?b  bat; i&ofen un. 

p  rio^  a.e  p>e-  to  them,  he  1000  tecetbeb  into  liras 
Ku!f  at  tha?  ben, anb  ip  at  the  right  hanb  ofl&ob. 

Kaets,  the  Ksrg  Stub  thep  incut  fojrh  anb  p’eaehcb 

l,^il “ds  ctjerp  iuhere,thtHo?b  toothing  inith 
them,  anb  confirming  the  inotb 

inith  miracTeP  follotning.  The  which  done,  be 
begins  the  Gofpel  written  in  the  Firft  Chapter  of  St. 
John,  verfe  the  Firft. 

10  the  beginning  map  the  30o?b,  anb  the 
i©o?b  map  mith  a5oo,  anb  «0ob  map  the 
If  rcb,  the  fame  mas  in  the  beginning  mith 
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<«5ob ;  aH  tfeingg  lucre  inabe  Bp  it,  ant  toitfeottt 
it  toag  nothing  mabc  tofeicft  toast  mabe :  in  it 
toab  life,  anb  tfee  life  toa£  tljc  ligljt  of  men, 
anb  tfee  ligfet  fttiueZi  in  tfee  barltncto,  anb  tfee 
barftneto  comp?eljcnbeb  it  not.  €fecre  toaj* 
fent  a  man  from  <&ob,  tofeofc  name  toag  ^ofett, 
tfee  fame  ramc  ap  a  toitneto,  to  Bear  toitnefs? 
of  tfee  ligfet,  tfeat  all  men  tfe?ongfe  feirn  migfet 
Beliebe.  l^c  toa.s  not  tljat  ligfet,  But  to  as?  Cent 
to  Bear  toitneto  of  tljat  ligfet. 

Here  the  Chirurgions  come  up  the  fecond  time,  ma¬ 
king  their  three  Qbeifances  as  formerly,  where 
the  Clerk  of  the  Clcfet  on  his  Knees  doth  deliver 
to  the  King  his  Gold  ready  ftrung  upon  a  white 
Silk  Ribband,  and  when  thefe  following  words 
come  to  be  read,  the  King  puts  over  the  Gold, 

/Cfjat  ligfet  toast  tfee  trite  ligfet, 
tofeiefe  ligfetnetfe  eberp  man  tofeiefe 
rometfe  into  tlje  too?!b. 

This  running  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  Ceremony,  which  words  are 
continually  repeated  between  every  one  which  re¬ 
ceives  the  Gold.  This  being  finilhed,  thels  fol¬ 
lowing  words  are  read? 

3j H  toast  in  tlje  too?lb,  anb  tfee  toodfe  toast 
mabe  Bp  feint,  anb  tfee  too?lb  fcneto  feint  not,  fee 
came  amongft  feitf  oton,  anb  feijs  oton  reeeibeb 
tiim  not :  But  a.stmanpa.«t  reeeibeb  feim,to  tferm 
fje  gate  potoet  to  Be  mabe  ton#  of  45cd  :  cben 
tfeem  tfeat  Bdtebeb  on  feist  $amc,  tofeiefi  torre 
Be?n  not  of  Bloob,  no?  of  tfee  toil!  of  tfee  fleife, 
no?  pet  of  tfee  toil!  of  man,  but  of  <&ob  :  3&n& 
tfee  fame  too?b  Became  fteflj,  anb  btoelt  amongtt 
us?,  anb  toe  tato  tfee  g!o?p  of  it,  ast  tfee  g!o:p  of 
tfee  mt!p  Begotten  ton  of  tfee  fatfeer,  fit!!  of 
Gim  anb  trutfe,  .  This 


Here  the  difeaf?- 
ed  arc  prei  erred 
to  the  King,  an^ 
the  King  '  puts 
the  Gold  about 
their  Necks. 


(  24  ) 

This  being  finifhed^  the  Chaplains,  with  the  reft  of 
the  People,  on  their  Knees,  do  pronounce  the 
following  Prayers. 

Verf.  %o p  fja he  mercp  upon  u& 

Re/p.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Verf.  £fy:i ft  gabc  ramp  upon  u&  * 

Re/p.  Chrift  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Verf.  fjafce  ntcrcp  upon  ng? 

Re/p.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Then  the  Chaplains  read  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  viz. 

€Htt  father  art  in  i^eaben.,  Tc* 

Thefe  anfwers  VeI*  #  W*  tfiP 

arc  made  by  Re/p*  Which  put  tfaejf  trult  in  thee. 

St  S“r*  Verf-  «^cu&  ££lP  unto  from 

abobc. 

Refp.  And  evermore  mightily  defend  them. 

Verf.  Ijjclp  usS  <£>  >£5oti  our  j&aVnour- 
R e/p.  And  for  the  glory  of  thy  name  deliver  us, 
and  be  merciful  to  us  Sinners  for  thy  names  fake. 
Verf  <£»  Hojb  bear  our  JJjapcrg. 

ReJp.  And  let  our  cry  come  unto  thee. 

■Then  the  Chaplain  reads  this  Prayer  following. 

03UmiSf)tp  JSolj,  tuho  act  the  giber  of  all 
bcaltfj,  aitii  tljc  aiii  of  them  that  fecit  ta 
tfiee  fa?  fuccour.  3©e  call  upon  tljce  fo_:  tbP  help 
ana  goobnefO,  mercifully  to  he  fteuicb  to  tljeie 
thu  Jtctrbanto,  tljat  then  being  Ik  tiles  of  their 
infirmities,  may  gibe  thanks!  ta  thee  iu  tbP  b9‘ 
iy  Cfmrcij,  though  Sfcfub  our  £o?b* 

Amen*  • 

Here  he  concludes. 

Xifi  '&mte  of  our  3£oj&  0efu£  anti 
l  ‘the  3lo»c  of  >iPob,  anb  the  fcilounbip  of 
tljc  l?oip  iihoft,  be  luith  us?  ail  cbermoje.  Amen. 

In  the  late  Queen  s  Reign  thefe  Ceremonies  received  fome 
Alteration,  bntthey  having  been  Printed  in  [owe  Editions  Jfj 
the  Common  Prayer  Booh,  I  refer  the  Reader  to  them » 
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